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BIQGRARBY:.OF. PRESBYTERIAN. DIVINES. 
"We propose to cdpy from the Assembly's Maga- 


vember, 1794, in the seventy-third year of his 


age. 

He was buried in the public burying ground in 
Princeton, where a banter ig erec- 
ted to his with a Jatin inscription, detail- 
ing many of the leading eventsin hislife. 


| LIFE OF DR. SAMUEL FINLEY. 

. Mr. Samuel Finley was born in the year 1715, 
in the county of. Armagh, in Ireland, and was one 
of seven sons, who we@-all esteemed pious; - his 
parents poseeased the character, ‘They gave 
him such an education as their circumstances per- 
mitted, and, in a country echool, at some distance 
from home, he was early distinguished for close 
application to,.and uncommon proficiency in his 
studies, He left his native country when he had 
attained only his 19th year, and arrived in Phila- 
delphia on the 23th of September, 1734. It had 
pleased God to awaken and convert him very early 
in life, and by many and various dispensations of 
his providence to, prepere him for those important 
stationa which he afterwards filled. He first heard 
a sermon when he was six years old; and not long 

before bis death, was heard to say, that he well 
remembered the text, and that from the day on 
which he beard the sermon he eonceived 


strong 
zine, a-periodieal commenced in desires to bea minister; and, accordingly, almost 


for several years; eome’ ‘short: biographical |#8.800n as he was capable of forming 
wketches’ of distinguished’ Presbyterian ministers, 
which have probably fallen under the notice of but | yiew he spent several” years. after 
few.of our readers. It :ig-- pleasant to racall the | America, in. 
memory of the pious dead, who dering their: life he was 


-pecupied a’ prominent place'in our church. 
LIFE OF DR. JOHN WITHERSPOON. 


© "Doctor Witherspoon’ was born at Yester, afew | Wick. The 
tmilés from Edinburgh, on the’ 5th of February, 
5 table, he being line- 

the 

ime instrument in spreadi ishin 

ion nd. His. futher whe 
minister of the, parish of Yester,a man of exem- 
plsry. piety,,and eminent as a critical scholar. ‘The 
education. of the son was such as might be e - 
tedunder the direction of such a father. Heearly 
aequired a fondness for literary pursuits, with 
Jove for accurate’ investigation, and a noble simpli- 
city, which have since characterized him in the va- 


1722. His ancestry was res 
ally descended frym the 


reformed religion in Scotland.” 


rious scenes of his life. 


When very young he was serit to the public 
school ut Haddington. ‘Here he was distinguishec for 
assiduity in his studies, and for possessing quick- 


negs of perception, end correctness of jadgment. 


“At the age of fourteen he was removed to the 
‘University of Edioburgh, where he continued til 
the of twenty-one. During this time, while 
attentiey the different professors with, his compan- 
jons, some of whom have since, appeared in the 


highest stations in the literary world, his talents 
; ical Hall they were much admired. is 
correct taste for asered criticiem, added to an un- 
common quickness and perspicuity in forming and 
ideas, always enforced conviction, 


end judgment. were always 


expressing his 
ort won pointed opposition. 
f leaving the university, he was mvited 


. be an assistant minister with his father. But h 

preférred accepting an invitation from the parish 
of Beirth. Here he was ordained to the ministry, 
and continued several years. From Beirth he was 
In both these charges he 
performed his parochial and ministerial duties with 
‘a fidelity, which gave general satisfaction. In the 
last, particularly, his reputation became extensive, 
-and a large party of friends, besides his own peo- 
In the ec- 
politics of his country, he was the head 


translated w Paisly. 


ple, becaine warmly attached to him. 
lesinstical 
of the orthodex party. 


ing, mutual, and 


the ministerial charge 


more extensive, scientific, and more particular! 


useful than that previously established. Himself 
a happy model, as a good writer, and of improved 
taste on gubjects of literature, he taught by his own 
Under his direction the patronage 
of the College became every ycar more extensive, 
and the more till the event 


of the revolutionary war. . 

In 1776 tre was chosen to represent the 
of New Jersey in the Congress of the 
President of the Colle 


n he is well known, and his jud 


He first gave unity and 
harmony to their proceedings, and convinced them 
of the necessity of systematising their operations. 
‘Shortly afier, he bad the satisfaction to witness) 8° 
their respectability, and even success in the Gene- 
ral Assembly. As his popularity extended, a grow- 
affectionate regard was formed be- 
tween him and his people. They admired him as a 
her, and loved him as a friend and a father. 
‘after this he received invitations, severally, 

froth Dublin, Rotterdam, and Dundee, to assume 
in those places; and also, 
one from the Trustees of the College of Princeton, 

in New Jersey, to preside over their institution. 

At first,-he rejected all these solicitations, thinking 

it ‘impossible to overcome the feelings of tender- 
‘ness which mutual fondness had ‘nourished én his 
own heart and in the 

people. Being, however, strongly urged to come 
to America by some of his most confidential friends, 

and flattered by the goodly prospect of extetsive 

usefulness to science and religion, he determined 

to sacrifice those feelings. He, therefore, yielded 

to a second application, and soon after embarked 

for this country, where he arrived in August, 1768. 
During. hie presidency at the College, he intro- 

duced meny ‘improvements into the classical course 
of studies. He adopted a system of education 


nited 
States. He continued a member of that illustrious 

iv for seven years, during which, his name, as 
. continued to give celeb- 
-yity to the character of the institution. As a poli- 
ticks ent highly 
‘commended. The decision, simplicity, and sys- 
tematic manner, which characterized him in his 


any resolu- 
tions respecting himself, he. determined to devote 
himself to the service of the sanctuary. With thie 
ig arrival in 

eting. his@tudies, during which 
y attentive tot 

After a due course of Presbyterial trials, he 
was licensed on the Sth of August, 1740, to preach 
the Gospel, and was ordained on the 13th of Octo- 
ber, 1742, the Presbytery of New Bruns- 
part of his ministry was employ- 
ed in long and fatiguing itinerations; and the re- 
cord of several of the churches which he visited, 
contain certain honourable memoriels of his dili- 
gence, fidelity, and success. A little befure this 
time, a remarkable revival of religion had com- 
menced, which still continued; in this, Mr. Fin- 
ley was a coadjutor with Messre. Tennent, White- 
field, and others, and his labours were remarkably 
blessed at Deerfield, Greenwich, and Cape May, in 
New a He preached likewise to great ac- 
ceptance for six, months, as a stated oupply to a 
congregation in Philadelphia, of which Mr. Gilbert 
Tennent afterwards had the pastoral charge. In 
June, 1744, he accepted a call to Nottingham, in 
Maryland, on the border of Pennsylvania, where 
he continued near seventeen years, faithfully dis- 
charging the duties of his sacred office, and had 
the pleasure to see the work of the Lord prosper- 
ing in his hands. During his residence at Not- 
tingham, he instituted an academy, which acquired 
great reputation, and attracted students even from 
distant parts. Mr. Finley was justly famed as a 
scholar, and eminently qualified as a teacber.* 
Under his instruction, many, very many youths re- 
ceived the rudiments of an education, and correct 
moral sentiments, which have since placed them 
amongst the most useful and ornamental memopers 
of society. 

Upon the death of President Davies, the trustees 
of the College of New Jersey elected Mr. Finley 
as his successor in that important office. Great 
were the struggles of his mind on thia occasion. 
His love to hia people, and theirs to him, were of 
the most tender kind, having long been nourished 
by the affectionate assiduities of uninterrupted 
friendship; but a prospect of more extensive use- 
fulness, and in that way in which Providence had 
already so remarkably succeeded hia labours, inclin- 
ed him to think it his duty to remove; he therefore 
accepted the invitation given him by the trustees, 
and removed to Princeton in July, 1761. Upon 
| this event the hopes of the well wishers to the 

College revived, and the clouds which had so long 

hung over that nursery of religion and Jearning be- 
n to be dissipated. Raised expectations were 
formed by Mr. Finley’s friends, and they were not 
disappointed. Under his care the College flourish- 
ed and acquired additional reputation, and his own 
fame became much more extensive; he was 
known in various parts of Europe, and correspon- 
ded with many eminent men there: among them 
was Dr, Samuel Chandler, of London, who, in all 
his letters, evinced the most sincere esteem for 
this hig distant friend. Such was the opinion his 
friends in Scotland entertained of him as a divine 
and a scholar, that, without his knowledge, they 
procured for. him the degree of Doctor of Divinity, 
from the University of Glasgow; he received his 
diploma in 1763. 

Unremitted attention to the duties of his station 
very sensibly affected Dr. Finley's health, and pro- 
duced a fixed obstruction in his liver, which put a 
period to his life on the 17th of July, 1766, in the 
Sist year of his age, at Philadelphia, whither he 
had gone for medical assistance. 

He was twice married. His first wife was Miss 
Sarah Hall, a lady of an amiable character, who 
was truly an help meet for him; by. her he had 
eight children. She died in the year 1760, and in 
1761, Dr. Finley married Miss Ann Clarkson, a 
daughter of Mr. Matthew Clarkson, (formerly an 
eminent merchant in the city.of New York) and 
a lineal descendant from David Clarkson, B. D. who 
_ ejected for non conformity, in England, in 

67 


As adivine, Dr. Finley was in sentiment a Cal- 
vinist. He was a scribe instructed unto the king- 
dom of heaven.. His sermons were not hasty pro- 
ductions, bat filled with solid good sense, and well 
digested. sentiment, expressed in a style pleasing 
to the man of science, yet perfectly intelligible to 
the more illiterate; they were calculated to inform 
the ignorant, to alarm the careless and secure, to 
poner on and edify the saint, and to make the sinner 
in Zion tremble. 

As a man, he was remarkable for uncommon 


“gaitiogl + walk of life, acompanied him to the sweetness of temper, and polite behaviour; given 


‘councils of the nation. Here 


ready and powerful talents as a 


the common cause. 


er ministerial offices. 


At the close of the national struggle, the Doctor 
Jhad.a wish to retire from Congress, and the public 
and to spend the few remain- 

ing years of his life in domestic retirement. He 
was afterwards, however, induced to make 8 voy- 
to promote the interests of his fa- 
ite institution ; ‘but on his return, reg his 
his 

ears and health not enabling him to support 
the burden of College duties, he visited it but oc- 


attention less necessary than formerly, a 


‘casionally. 
the Gospel. 


‘Church, than sitting in Phi 


“majority. of our 
own pupils. 

_ Kor more than two 
was afflicted with blindness. 


his usual stren 


is political know- 
ledge, and extensive with men 
i high value to his opinions. is 
pot riter, enabled 
him to correct the biased judgment of opposing 
party, and to excite the exertions of many, who, 
‘through interest or discouragement, had abandoned 
Neither, during this anxious 
did he suffer agen to ee the great 

object of his profession. He omitted no opportuni- 
ty of preaching the word of God, and of discharg- 
ing 


Doctor Witherspoon had now educated five hun- 
dred. and twenty-three young men, one hundred 
and fifteen of whom were afterwerds miaisters of 
He had the eatisfaction to see many 
of his former pupils filling the first offices of trust 

the Government. And on returning one day 

from the General the Presbyterian 
elphia, he remarked 

to his particular friend, “ I cannot, my dear sir, ex- 
the satisfaction I feel, when I observe that a 
General Assembly were once my 


before his death he 

Bat while blind, he 
was often led to the ‘pulpit, and. always displayed 
of mind, and sometimes an un- 
‘Yeotnmod ‘fervoor.* This bodily affliction, however, 


~weakéndd his syatem ant hurried on other com- 
‘plaints’ “Bat ander his sufferings he seemed nevér 
Impatient and was even sometimes cheerful). He 


thia state till overcome w 
jated infirmities, he, died oa the 15th day. of No- 


to hospitality, charitable witheut ostentation, dili- 
= in the performance of the relative duties of 
ife, and in all things showing himself a pattern of 
good works. 

When the Doctor firat applied to the physicians 
in Philadelphia, he had no apprehension that his 
dissolution was so near as it afterwards appeared ; 
for he observed to his friende; “ If my work isdone 
Iam ready. I donot desire to live a day longer 
than I can work for God; but I cannot think this 
is the case as yet; God has much for me to do be- 
fore I depart-hence.” 


About a month before he died, his physicians in- 
formed him that hie disease appeared to them in- 
curable; upon which he expressed entire resigna- 
tion to the divine will, and from that time til] his 
death was employed in setting his house in order. 
On: being told by one of his physicians, that accor- 
ding to present appearances he could live but a 
few days longer, he lifted up his eyes, and exclaim- 
ed, “ Then welcome Lord Jesus.” 

On the Sabbath preceding his death, his brother- 
in-law, Dr. Clarkson, (one of his physicians,) told 
him that he perceived a visible alteration, from 
which he apprehended his death was at hand. 
“Then,” said he, “ may the Lord bring me. near 
himself I have been waiting with a Canaan 
hunger for the promised land. I have often won- 
dered that God suffered me to live, I have more 
wondered that ever he called me to be a minister 
of his word. He has o afforded me much 
strength, which though'I have abused, he has re- 
turned in mercy. O faithful are the promises of 
‘God !.° O that Y could see him as I have seen him 
heretofore in his sanctuary! Although I have 
earnestly desired death, as the bireling pavts for 
the evening shade, yet will I wait all the days of 
my appojnted time. I have often struggled with 
' principalities and powers, and have been brought 


‘almost to despair. Lord, let it suffice.” Here he 
satup, and closed his eyes and prayed fervently 
* He great knowledge of the human 
heart, and al strict as a di , he never 
failed to secure the love Of his pupils. 


| 


that God wogjd show hiin his glory befure he should 
depart hence; that he would enable hiin to endure 
meres, to the end, and particularly, that he might 
kept from dishonouring the ministry. Then he re- 
sumed his discourse and eas follows. “1 can 
truly sey that 1 have loved the service of God. I know 
not in what lan to k of mine own un- 
worthiness. I have been undutiful. I have hon- 
estly endeavoored to act for God, byt with much 
weukness and corruption.” Here he lay down and 
continued to speak in broken sentences, as follows; 
“ A Christian’s death is the best part of his exis- 
tence. The Lord has made provision for the 
whole way; provision for the soul and provision 
for the body. Q that J] could recollect Sabbath 
blessings. The Lord hath given me many souls 
ae crowns of my rejoicing. Blessed be Gud, eter- 
nal restisathand. Eternity is but long enough 
to enjoy my God. This, this hae animated me in 
my severest studies, | was ashamed to take rest 
here. O that I could be filled with the fulness of 
God! ‘That fulness which fills heaven!” Being 
asked if it were in his choice whether to live or die, 
which he would choose! he replied, “Todie ; though 
I cannot but say, I feel the same strait that St. Paul 
did, that Tle knew. not which to choose; for me to 
live is Christ, but to die is great gain; but should 
God by. a miracle proloag my life, [ will still con- 
tinue to serve him. His service has ever been 
eweet tome. I have loved it much. I have tried 
my master’s yoke and will never shrink my neck 
from it. His yoke is easy and his burden light.” 
He then put lis hand ‘to his mouth and pulling out 
a loose tooth, said, “ here is one of the pillars of the 
tabernacle; the whele frame will soon fall to 
pieces.” 

“ You are more cheerful and vigorous, sir,” said 
one of the company. 

“ Yes,” he replied, “I rise or fal], as eternal 
rest seems nearer or farther off.” 

It being observed to him, that he always used 
the expression, ‘dear Lord,’ in his prayers, he an- 
swered, “O! he is very dear—very precious in- 
deed! How pretty it is for a minister to die on 
the Sabbath! I expect to epend the remaining 
part of this Sabbath in heaven.” 


- One. of the company said to him, “ You will 
soon be joined to a blessed society; you will for 
ever hold converse with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, with the spirits of the just made perfect, with 
old friends and many old fashioned people. “Yes 
sir,” he replied with a smile, “ but they are a most 
polite people now.” He expressed great gratitude 
to friends around him, and said, “* May the Lord re- 
pay you for your tenderness to me; may he bless 
you abundantly, not only with temporal but with 
spiritual blessings.” ‘Turning to his wife, he said, 
“I expect, my dear, to see you shortly in glory.” 
Then, addressing himself to the whole company, 
he said, * O that eachof you may experience what 
blessed be God, I do, when you come to die; may 
you have the pleasure in a dying hour, that, 
with faith and patience, zeal and sincerity, 
you have endeavoured to serve the Lord; that 
each of you may be impressed, as I have been, 
with God’s word ; looking upon it as substantial, 
and not only fearing, but being unwilling to offend 
against it.” Upon seeing a member of the Second 
Presbyterian church in Philadelphia, he said, “1 
have often preached and prayed among you, my 
dear sir, and the doctrines r preached to you are 
now my support; and, blessed be God, they are 
without a flaw. May the Lord bless and preserve 
— church; he designs good for it yet, I trust.” 

© a person from Princeton, he said, “Give my 
love to the people at Princeton, and tell them that 
1 am going to aie, and tnat i am not alraid to die.” 
He would sometimes cry out, “The Lord Jesus, 
take care of his cause in the world !” 


Upon awakening the next morning, he ex- 
claimed, “O what a disappointment I as met 
with!—I expected this morning to have been in 
heaven?” Great weakness prevented him speak- 
ing much this day, but what he did say was the 
language of triumph. 


On the following morning, witha pleasing smile 
on his countenance, and with a strong voice, he 
cried out, “ O I shall triumph over every foe! ‘The 
Lord hath given me the victory! I exult! I tri- 
umph! O that I could see untainted purity! Now 
I know that it is impossible that faith should not 
triumph over earth and hell; I think I bave noth- 
ing to do but to die; yet, perhaps 1 have :—Lord 
show me my task!” After expressing some fears 
lest he did not endeavour to preserve his remain- 
ing life through eagerness to depart, and being told 
that hedid nothing inconsistent with self-preserva- 
tion, he said, “ Lord Jesus, into thy hands I com- 
mend my 6pirit, 1 do it with confidence; —I do 
it with full assurance. I know thou wilt keep 
that which I have committed to thee. I have 
been dreaming too fast of the time of my departure, 
for I find it does not come; but the Lord is faith- 
ful, and will not tarry beyond his appointed 
time.” 

When one who attended him, told him that his 
pulse grew weaker, he cried out “ that is well.” 

In the afternoon, the Rev. Mr. Spencer called to 
see him, and told him, “I have come, dear sir, to 
see you confirm, by facts, the gospel you have been 
preaching ;. oe | how do you feel?” To which 
he replied, “full of triumph! I triumph through 
Christ. Nothing clips my wings but the thought 
of my dissolution being prolonged. O that it were 
to-night! My very soul thirsts for eternal rest.” 
Mr. Spencer asked him what he gaw in eternity to 
excite such vehement desires in his soul? he said, 
I see the eternal love and goodness of God; I see 
the fulness of the Mediator; I see the love of Je- 
sus; ©! to be dissolved and be with him! I long 
he: clothed with the complete righteousness of 

rist.” 

He then desired Mr. Spencer to pray with him 
before they parted, and told him, “I have gained 
the victory over the devil; pray to God to preserve 
me front evil, to keep me from dishonouring his 
great name in this critical hour, and to support 
me with his presence in my passage through the 
valley of the shadow of death.” 


He spent the remaining part of the evening in 
bidding farewell to, and blessing his friends, and 
exhorting such of his children as were with him. 
He would frequently cry out, “ why move the tar- 
dy hours so slow.” 


The next day, July, 16, terminated his conflict. 
His speech failed him; although he made many 
efforts to speak, he could seldom do it so distinctly 
as to be understood. A friend desired him to give 
some token whereby his friends might know 
whether he still continued to triumph ; whereupon 
he lifted up his hand, and said, “ Yes.” 

In the afternoon, he spake several sentences, but 
little could be collected from them. Some of the 
Jast words he spake concerning himself were, 
“after one or two engagements more, the conflict 
will be over.” In the evening, about nine o'clock, 
he fell into a sound sleep, and appeared to be much 
more free from pain than he had been for many 
days before, He continued to sleep without chang- 
ing his position, till about one o’clock, when he ex- 
pired without a sigh or groan. 

During his whole sickness, he was not heard to 
utter a repining word ; and in all the farewells he 


bid his friends and relations, he was never seen to 


shed a single tear, or exhibit any- mark of sorrow. 


He was interred in the Second Presbyterian 
Church in the city of Philadelphia, adjoining his 
once intimate friend, the Rev. Gilbert Tennent. 
The excessive heat prevented his being removed 
to Princeton, where the dust of his predecessors 
lay, but many of the students came from thence to 
pay the last tribute of t tothe remains of 
him, whom living, they admired and loved. Eight 
of them carried the corpse ‘to the grave; and a 
sermon suited to the occasion was preached by the 
Rev. Richard Treat of Abingdon. 

‘A tomb stone, with with an English inscription, 
covers his grave in Philadelphia ; and at Princeton, 
the’ Trustees of the College of New Jersey have 


erected a Cenotaph to his memory, with an inscrip- | 


tion in Jatin. 


From the New Orleans Observer. 
~ THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 


 Panithou art beside thyself,” exclaimed the 
worldly fninded Festus, when the manacled apostle 
spoke forth the words of truth and soberness. The 
doctrine of the resurrection frou the dead, of for- 
givenega of sins, and inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith in Christ, were, to a mind 
darkened by sin, and to a heart filled with love for 
the things of this life, but as the wild fancies of a 
madman, The eloquence of one called by Christ 
himself to be a minister and witness of the things 
he had’ seen, of one filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
burning with zeal fur tne Lord who had loved him, 
even while breathing out slaughters ; the eloquence 
of Paul, forgetful of his bonds, in the earnest de- 
sire to turn from darkness to light even the instru- 
ments of his sufferings, failed to touch a heart un- 
der the influence of this world’s spirit. “As he 
pene for himself, Festus suid with a loud voice, 

aul, thou art beside thyself.’ Need we thea 
wonder that the children of this world, at this day, 
hear with an unwilling ear, truths which condemn 
the ruling motive of all their effurts; or that they 
should stigmatize as mad those who profess to de- 
spise the things which constitute all their joy! 
Wrapped up io the grosa pleasures of earth, the 
are unable to perceive the spiritual joys, whic 
are_the privilege of the Christian; shackled by the 
maxims of selfishness, they cannot comprehend 
the love of the gospel; weighed down by the cares 
of this world, they cannot rise to the conterople- 
tion of a heavenly abode, Let but, a disciple of 
Christ live as lived his Master, with a single eye 
to his Maker’s glory, as a pilgrim upon earth, 
journeying to another country—let a disciple thus 
live, and what an anomaly does he appear to the 
worldling! By what epithets is he known! Fana- 
tic, he is weak—he is beside himself—much reli- 
gion has made him mad. His nearest relatives 
scorn him as a fool, or weep for him as one lost, 
and points to him as an example of the danger of 
indulging gloomy notions. I need not say, | mean 
literally what I say, doubtless, Mr, Editor, you have 
known more than one servant of God thus spoken 
of; and I cannot but remember a father who with 
earnest anxiety warned his son against the danger 
of too much religion. The son of a praying mo- 
ther, the young man had been led by the grace of 
God to consider the necessities of his soul; but 
what was the ion of rejoicing to him, was 
that of alarm to his parent. Tenderly loving his 
son, the world blinded father saw with regret the 
tendency of his thoughts, and endeavoured to re- 
press what he considered calculated to blast the 
best interests of his offspring. Among other things 
he spoke of the gluom of religioa, the danger of its 
terminating in insanity; and especially did he 
urge the danger in which hig son was placed, for 
he feared an hereditary tendency to religious mania 
—his own wife, the mother Of his child, was, he 
felt assured, only saved from the total loss of rea- 
son, by the loss of life. Judge what were the 
feelings of the young man when he heard such lan- 
guage connected with the name of his sainted mo- 
ther! oh how gladly would he have been like 
worthy of a like charge! His mother, the exam- 
ple he had delighted to conteinplate, pronounced 
beside herself, by her own husband! And on what 
was this painful conclusion founded? She had lived 
as not her own. Having set her affections on 
things or high, she reckoned the joys and sorrows 
of this present time not worthy to be compared 
with the glory to be revealed ; she luid aside every 
weight and strove to run with diligence the race 
set befure Waiteu vy siuW discace of tha ap- 
proach of death, she endeavoured to be found ready 
at the coming of the Lord, and knowing that she 
should soon be caijed to the joy of the Saviour, she 
overlooked the s of time. Not that she lived 
an a dseamy contemplation of the happiness of the 
blessed, for when the church mourned for their de- 
parted sister, the orphan fullowed to the grave her 
who had been instead of a parent: the afflicted felt 
that a comforter was taken from him; the pauper 
knew his poverty increased; and the padbclan, 
rich and poor, wept for the lost soothings of Chris- 
tian tenderness. Would that there were more 
such maniacs! Nor is this a solitary instance in 
which zeal has been deemed insane. But still more 
frequently is the actual loss of reason attributed to 
“too much religion;” should a poor creature be- 
side herself, rave upon a subject any ways connec- 
ted with it, it is heard, “ Much religion hath made 
her mad.” Strange it is, that men who are accus- 
tomed to reason, to trace cause and effect, should 
have their mind so blinded by the perversion of 
their heart whenever they approach the considera- 
tion of aught spiritual! The reasoner looks upon 
the squalid maniac rejoicing in the possession of 
imaginary wealth, and in rggdering the world hap- 
py by the munificent best of rags and straw ; 
or finding even in the clank of his chains, occa- 
sions for new bursts of wild merriment; and how 
far is the sight from producing the conviction that 
generous feelings, or hilarity occasion madness! 
But in the next cell lies a wretched being, crushed 
by the idea that a remorseless God has doomed 
him to an eternity of woe; and immediately our 
reasoner shudders at the effect of dwelling upon 
the consideration of another world, and determines 
from the warning he has received, to banish every 
thought of eternity. As rational would it be to 
decide that the disconsolate appearance of all ob- 
jects, that meet the jaundiced eye, is the occasion 
of the disease. The case of the gifted but melan- 
choly Cowper, is constantly quoted by those who 
live in terror of the ‘gloom of religion,’ and yet 
we know that the pious Dr. Cotton used religious 
conversation and religious reading as an effectual 
means to restore the mind of the poet when an in- 
mate of a lunatic hospital, a victim of overwrought 
timidity. 

A remarkable instance in which the same course 
has been pursued in our country, by an equally 
pious and enlightened physician, bas lately come 
to my knowledge, to communicate which was my 
purpose in writing. My preface may seem long, 
yet, as it has unintentionally grown out of an at- 
tempt to recall the particulars of a conversation 
during which the fact was told me, I trust it will 
not be deemed altogether unsuited. 


Some twenty or thirty yearsago, Dr. Rush, who 
was one of the attending physicians at the Lunatic 
Hospital in Philadelphia, was desirous of ascertain- 
ing what effect religiocs instruction would have 
upon the objects of his care ; accordingly he sought 
the aid of a man whom he thought well calculated 
to carry out his plans. The person he chose was 
a plain fervent man, named (I believe) Eastburn, 
in early life he had been a cabinet-maker, but now 
he had abandoned his trade, and devoted himeelf 
wholly to works of piety. Naturally of a strong 
mind, he had carefully improved his powers by 
the study of religion; he was greatly gifted in 

rayer, and no mean epeaker. He becaine chap- 
ain to the first Bethel in Philadelphia, and retain- 
ed the office till his death, when well advanced in 
years. ‘lhe fruits of his labours were such as to 
show how abundantly God is willing to bless hum- 
ble effort, if ardent zeal be not wanting. When 
the proposition was first made to Mr. Eastburn that 
he should address the maniacs, he —_— re- 
fused, as a thing utterly useless. But Dr. Rush 
had decided upon the experiment, and had chosen 
his man ; after many entreaties he prevailed. On the 
succeeding Lord’s day the lunatics were brought 
together in one room, many in fetters and carefully 
guarded. The scene that occurred when they 
were first assembled is described as terrific; here 
was every variety of this humiliating disease, the 
moping monomaniac, the frightfully-laughing luna- 
tic, and the frenzied madman ; they stood, sat, and 
lay around in every variety of posture, whilst 
shrieks and ns rose from all sides. For a 
while the good mar despaired; but looking up to 
God for aid, he took advantage of a lessening of the 
confusion and endeavoured to say something likely 
to catch the attention of creatures seemingly be- 
yond the reach of reason. Gradually the noises 
subsided, and all were quiet except one, who raved 


furiously; at his side was @ poor companion in 


misfortune, who had himself been at first unruly ; 
thie one after looking upon the other for a moment, 
suddenly seized and shook hini, afi@ seid “ Hush ! 
dont you know that there stands a man who has 
come from God, to teach us the way to be saved ! 
Be still.” At once the maniac wes quiet, and Mr, 
Eastburn said, “ Let us pray to the Great God.” 
After this he made an address to this, perhaps, 
strangest audience that ever hearkened to the 
sound of the gospel. 

he success of this experiinent was such, that 
Dr. Rush insisted upon its being repeated, and du- 
ring several years Mr. Eastburn continued to 
preach from time to time to his congregation of lu- 
natics. Nor were his labours in vain, for as he 
assured the estimable gentleman from whom I had 
the fact, the general effect of his services was to 
soothe, and he had occasion to praise God for seve- 
ral permanent conversions! Restored to lost rea- 
son, and converted to the Lord ; truly these men 
were turned from darkness to light! 


A WORD IN SEASON. 


To him who turns his thoughts late to the duties 
of religion, the time is not only shorter, but the 
work is greater. ‘Ihe more sin has prevailed, with 
the more difficulty is its dominion resisted. Habits 
are by repeated acts, and therefure old 
habits are always strongest. ‘The mode of life to 
which we have been accustoined, and which has 
entwined itself with all our thoughts and actions, 
is not quitted but with much difficulty, The want 
of those vanities, which have hitherto filled the 
day, is not easily suplied. Accustomed pleasures 
rush upon the imagination; the passions clamour 
for their usual gratifications ; and sin, though reso- 
oe shaken off, will struggle to regain its foriner 


To overcome all these difficulties, and overcome 
they must be, whocan tell what time will be suf- 
ficient! ‘To disburden the conscience, to reclaim 
the desires, to combat sensuality, and repress vani- 
ty, is not the work of an hour or of a day. Many 
conflicts must be endured, many falls recovered, 
and many temptations repelled. The deceitful- 
ness of our hearts must be detected by steady and 
persevering Vigilance. 

But how much more dreadful does the danger of 
delay appear, when it is considered, that not only 
life is every day shorter, and the work of reforma- 
tion every day greater, but that strength is every 
day less! It is not only comparatively lessened 
by the long continuance of bad habits; but if the 
greater part of our time be past, it is absolutely 
less by natural decay. In the feebleness of declin- 
ing life, resolution is apt to languish: and the 
pains, the sickness and consequent infirmities of 
age, too frequently demand so much care for the 
body, that very little care is, or can be, taken for 
the soul. 

Une consideration more ought to be deeply im- 
pressed upon every slugyish and dilatory lingerer. 
The penitential sense of sin, and the desire of a 
new life, when they arise in the mind, are to be 
received as monitions, excited by our merciful 
Father, as calls which it is our duty to hear, and 
our interest to follow; that to turn our thoughts 
away from them ig anew sin; a sin which, often 
repeated, may at last be punished by an utter for- 
suking. He that has been called often in vain, 
may be called no more: and when death comes 
upon him, he will recollect his broken resolves 
with unutterable anguish, will wish for time to do 
what he has hitherto neglected, and lament in 
yain that his days are few.— Dr. Samuel Johnson. 


MANNA. 


Exopus xvi. 15.—“ They said one to another, It is 
manna; for they wist not what it was.” 


This passage.in our translation is incorrect and 
contradictory ; for how could the Hebrews be igno- 
rant of what it was, if they at once declared it to 
be manna! Josephus says expressly that man isa 
particle of interrogation; and so the Septuagint 
understands it. Hence Dr. Boothroyd consistently 
and pores renders the clause, * They said one to 
another, What is it? [man-hu] for,they knew not 
what it was.” : 


with a statement of the various attempts which have 
been made to identify this manna with the natural 
condensed juices or gums from qertain shrubs or 
trees to which the name lias been applied: for the 
manna of Scripture has been sought for not merely 
in the produce of one gum-exuding plant, but of 
many. The strongest claim to identity applies to 
the substarice, still called by the Arabs mann, which 
is produced in the peninsula of Sinai; but we have 
already stated, that Arab identifications, whether 
of sites, or products, or any thing else, are not of 
the least value, unless supported by other and 
strong corroborations. We take this, however, be- 
cause if it be not the manna of Scripture no other 
natural product can pretend to the distinction. ‘The 
best and most complete account of it is given by 
Burkhardt. Speaking of the Wady el Sheikh, to 
the north of Mount Serbal, he says, “Jn many 
parts it was thickly overgrown with the tamarisk or 
tarfa; it is the only valley in the peninsula where 
thie tree grows, at present, in any great quantity, 
though some small bushes are here and there met 
with in other parts. It is from the terfa that the 
manna is obtained; and it is very strange that the 
fact should have remained unknown in Europe till 
M. Seetzen metioned it in a brief notice of his tour 
to Sinai, published in the “ Mines de |’Orient.’ 
This substance is called by the Arabs mann, 
and accurately resembles the description of the 
manna given in Scripture. In the month of June 
it drops from the thorns of the tamarisk upon the 
fallen twigs, leaves, and thorns, which always 
cover the ground beneath the tree in the natural 
state; the manna is collected before sunrise, when 
it is coagulated, but it dissolves as soon as the sun 
shines upon it. ‘The Arabs clean away the leaves, 
dirt, &c., which adhere to it, boil it, strain it 
through a coarse piece of cloth, and put it into 
leathern skins; in this way they preserve it till 
the following year, and use it, as they do honey, to 
ur over their unleavened bread, or to dip their 
read into. Icould not learn that they ever made 
it into cakes or loaves. The manna is found only 
in years when copious rains have fallen; some- 
times it is not produced at all. 1 saw none of it 
among the Arabs, but I obtained a piece of last 
ear’s produce at the convent; where, having 
toes kept in the cool shade, and moderate tempera- 
ture of that place, it had become quite solid, and 
formed a smallcake: it became soft when kept 
sometime in the hand, if placed in the sun for five 
minutes, but when restored to a cool place it be- 
came solid again in a quarter of an hour. In the 
season at which the Arabs gather it, it never ac- 
quires that degree of hardness which will allow 
of its deing pounded, as the Israelites are said to 
have done in Num. xi. 8. Its colour is dirty yel- 
low, and the piece which’! saw, was still mixed 
with bits of. tamarisk leaves; its taste is agreea- 
ble, somewhat aromatic, and as sweet as honey. If 
eaten in any considerable quantity, it is said to be 
slightly purgative. The quantity of manna col- 
lected at present, even in scasons when the most 
copious rains fall, is very trifling, perhaps not 
amounting to more than five or six hundred pounds. 
It is entirely consu among the Bedouins, who 
consider it the gr t dainty which their coun- 
try affords. The harvest is usually in June, and 
lasts six weeks; sometimes it commences in 
July." —Tour in the Peninsula of Mount Sinai. 
lf, for a moment, we allow this to be the manna 
of Scripture, let us see to what-extent a miracle is 
still required to account for the phenomena re- 
corded there. This mann is onlv yielded six 
weeks in the year; but the manna of Scripture 
was supplied at all times of the year during forty 
rs, and a double supply came regularly every 
iday, to compensate for its being intermitted on 


Saturday. It fell aleo in the Hebrew encampment, 
| wherever it happened to be, in all the country be- 


We shall abstain from perplexing our readers” 


tween Sinai and Palestine, The mann of Sinai 
may be kept from one year to another; but the 
manna, if opt ul the day after that on which it 
was gathered, bred’ maggots, noisome, and 
was unfit for use, except once a week, when its 
freshness was preserved for two days; and except 
also in the instance of the vessel full of it, which 
was directed to be preserved asa standing memori 
al of this wonderful provision. The mann is foun 
under the shrubs which produce it, in adhesive par- 
ticles, whereas the manna was showered down 
around the Hebrew encampment. If, therefore, so 
Inany miraculous circumstances must be allowed ; 
if the identity of the mann and manna be conced- 
ed, we really do not see how the believer can do 
other than consider the supply as altogether mira- 
culous; or how the unbeliever can do better for 
his bad cause than reject the account as a whole, 
There is no middle ot In attempting to accovut 
for it on natural principles, so much that is miracu- 
lous must be admitted that it does not seem worth 
while to contend about the remainder. 
As to the substance itself, the identity, or even 


-|resemblance, does not seem to us so well establish- 


ed as Burckhardt conceives. Besides the differen- 
ces, involving a miracle, to which we have alluded, 
its appearance and colour do not correspond with the 
descfiption of manna, as “ a smal] round thing, as 
amall as the boar-froet......like coriander seed, 

its colour like a pearl.” Besides, the mann die 
solves in heat, after it has been kept for a long 
time in a solid state; but the manna was found i 
a solid state, and although it dissolved in the sun if 
not gathered early in the morning, yet if collected 
it might be pounded into meal, and baked as bread, 
Burckhardt’s manna could not be powdered into 
meal, and would melt in the attempt to bake it, 
Moreover, if it wes a natural or common product, 
how is it that the Israelites did not know what it 
was ! (verse 15, and Deut. viii. 16;) and how, in 
that case, could it have been worth while, after 
the supply had ceased, to preserve a quantity of 
the manna in the tabernacle and temple aa an evi- 
dence of the miracle to fature generations? 


JUSTIFICATION. 
Jos xxv. 4,—“ How, then, can a man be justified with 


About the year 1100, amidst the almost universal 
darkness of Popery, there was a form of consola- 
tion to the dying said to be written by Anselm, 
Archbishop of Canterbury ; and in the year 1475, 
printed in Germany. tt was in the following 
words :—* Go to, then, as long as thou art in life, 
put all thy confidence in the death of Christ alone 
—confide in nothing elee—commit thyself.wholly 
to it—mix thyself wholly with: it—roll thyself 
wholly on it; and if the Lord God will judge thee, 
say, ‘ Lord, 1 put the death of our Lord Jesus Christ 
between me and thy judgment, otherwise I con- 
tend not with thee and if he say, ‘ Thou art a sin- 
ner,’ reply, ‘ Put the death of our Lord Jesus Christ 
between me and my sins’—and if he say, ‘ Thou 
hast deserved damnation, let thy answer be,.‘ Lord, 
[ spread the death of our Lord Jesus Christ be- 
tween me and my demerits; I offer his merits for 
the merits I should have had, and have not.’ Ifhe 
still insist that he is angry at thee, reply again, 
* Lord, I put the death of the Lord Jesus Coriat be- 
tween me and thine anger.’ ” 


LATIN LINES ON THE OFFERINGS OF THE 
WISE MEN OF THE EAST. 


As your correspondents have not noticed my re- 
quest last yesr for an English metrical version of 
the antique epigram upon ‘the offering of the wise 
men of the East to the infant Saviour, I again send 
the lines as affording an appropriate Christmas ex- 
ercise for those who have time and taste for such 
tasks. Though mixed up with the fable of the 
“the three kings of Cologne,” Melchior present- 
ing the gold, Jasper the frankincense, and Batha- 
ser the myrrh, the turn of thought is beautiful, and 
the allusion to the threefold offering scriptural. 
Myrrh denotes tears, not only from its bitterness, 
but because some of the old writers considered it 
as having reference to our Lory’ssepulchre. He 
had gold, they say, as a king; frankincense as a 

iest; and myrrh, (indicative of embalment,) as 

ing to die asa sacrifice ; or as the epigram turns 
it, incense to him as Gop, and myrrh as man, 


Tres reges Regi regum tria dona fercbant ; *y 

Myrrham homini, uncto aurum, thure dedere Deo. 

Tu tria fac itidem dones pia munera Christo, 
Moneribus gratus si cupus esse tuis. 

Pro myrrha, lachrymas; auro, cor porrige purum; . 
Pro thure, ac humili pectore funde preces. 


There is an old bald Enghsh version, which i 
subjoin ; but your correspondents could easily make 
a better, omitting also the part about the “three 


kings,” of which nothing is said in Scripture. 


Three kings the King of kings three gifts did bring ; 

Myrrh, incense, gold; as to Gop, man, and king. 

Let three pure gifts be likewise given by thee 

To Cuarist, even such as acceptable be: 

For Myrrh, tears; fur frankincense, impart 

Submissive prayers; for pure gold a pure heart. > 

[London Christian Observer. 


THE PRAYING CHILD AND DYING MOTHER, 


A gentleman was, some little time since called 
upon to visit a dying female. He quickly obeyed 
the call; and entering the humble cottage where 
she dwelt, he heard in an adjoining room, an in- 
fant voice. He listened, and found it was the 
child of the poor dying woman, engaged in prayer, 
“© Lord, blees my poor mother,” cried the little 
boy ; “and prepare her to die. O God, I thank 
thee that I have been sent to a Sunday school, and 
there, have been taught to read my Bible; and 
there learned, that when my father and mother 
forsake me, thou wilt take me ap.—This comforts 
me when my poor mother is going to leave me. 
May it comfort her, and may she go to heaven; 
and may I go there too! O Jesus, pity a poor child, 
aud pity my poor, dear mother, and help me tosay, 
‘Thy will be done He ceased, and the visitor 


r woman.—“ Your child has been praying with 
you,” said he, “I have listened to his’ prayer.” 
“ Yes,” said she, making an effort to rise, “ he isa 
dear child; thank God he has been sent to a Sun- 
day school. I cannot read myself, but he can, and 
he hag read the Bible to me; and I hope I have 
reason to bless God for it. Yes, I have learned 
trom him that I am a sinner; I have leasged from 
him of Jesus Christ ; and I do, yes, [ do as a poor 
sinner, put my trust in him. hope he will for 
give me; and I hope he has forgiven. I anrgoing 
to die; but Iam not afraid. My dear child has 
been the means of saving my soul.—O ! how thank- 
ful am I that he was sent to a Sunday school.” Such 
was the hope ful] of immortality, with which the 
sufferer awnited death ; and thus in the providence 
of God this dear child, educated at a Sunday 
school, became the spiritual parent of his mother. 


CHRISTIANITY. 


The defensive armour of a shrinking or timid 
policy does not suit her. Here is the naked maj 
ty of truth; and with all the grandeur of age, but 
with none of its infirmities, has she come down to 
un and gathered strength from the battles she has 
won in the many controversies of many generations. 
With soch a religion as this there is nothing to 
hide. All should be above board. And the broad- 
est light of Jay should be made fully and freely to 
circulate throughout all her secrecies. But secrets 
she has none. Toher belong the frankness and 
simplicity ofconscious greatness; and whether she 
grapple it with pride of philosophy, or stand in 
ront opposition to the prejudices of the maltit 
she does it upon her own strength, apd apurhs all 


the props and all the auxiliaries of 
away from her.—Dr. Chalmers, . 


opening the door, approached the bed-side of the - 
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‘THE PRESBYTERSAN. 


96th, the argument of counsel being~ finished, 


. much as possible of the Report of the Church 


~*~ have given an abstract above, Mr. Randall offered 


‘Pennsylvania. (Assem. Digest, p. 192.) 


‘sank, David Jackson, and Rubert Smith, merchant, and 
their anccessors duly elected and appointed in man- 
ner as ia hereinafter directed, be, and they are hereby 


polite is law and in fact, to have con- 
n 


‘Church in the United and by the 
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_. SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1839. 


Cnvece Case.—Our readers will be sur- 
prised by the announcement that on Tuesday the 


Judge Rogers charged the Jury strongly in favour 
of the New-echoo) Plaintiffs, and the latter, in the 
courte of an liouf, brought in a verdict in their 
favour! This result was equally unexpected by 
both parties. Asa mojion for a new trial hag 
been made by the counsel for the Defendants, 
‘which ‘will be argued before the Judges of the 
Supreme Court in Bank, and thus the matter is 
still pending, we are prevented by a sense of pro- 
priety, from characterizing the extraordinary charge 
of Judge Rogers, vpon which the verdict was so 
ly rendered.’ When the matter is finally 
settled, we shall have much to communicate to 
our readers, all of which will satisfy them that 
the reform ia our church wasa wise and happy 
measure, which would be cheaply purchased by 
any temporary loss which it might occasion. 
We direct attention to the resolutions below, 
which were adopted by a unanimous vote; the 
would have been much larger had it not 
been for the suddenness of its call; and also, from 
the fact, that many of the gentlemen from a dis- 
tance, who liad been in attendance at the trial, had 
Teturned to their respective homes last week. 
“A meeting for pra and consultation, of a num- 
er sider present extraordinar 
» in 
cireaemaanose of the church, was held at the Baw 
cation Rooms in Philadelphia, March 26th, 1839. 
Dr. William Harris was called to the chair, and 
Walter Lowrie, Esq. was appointed Secretary. 
«The meeting was opened with prayer by the 


Rev. Dr: Plamer, of Virginia. 


Present, 
Rev. John McDowell, D. D. Philadelphia. 
« .. do. 
Wa. 8. Plumer, D. D. Virginia. 
David Elliott, D. Negheny. 
Ww. Phillips, D. D. New York. 
Wa. A. McDowell, D. D. Philadelphia. 
Wm. M. Engles, D. D. do 
Ashbel Green, D. D. do 
Henry A. Boardman, do. 
Wm. Latta, Chester County, Pa. 
Prancis McFarland, Philadelphia, 
Alexander Macklin, do. 
John Kennedy, do. 
S. H. Kollock, New Jersey, 
J. J. Foote, New York, 
Charles Williamson, Manayunk. 
Wm. H. White, 


A. W. Mitchell, M. D., Philadelphia, 
Wa. Harris, M. D. do. 
‘Walter Lowrie, New York, 
Solomon Allen, Philadelphie, 
Wa. Brown, do. 
J. N. Dickson, do. 
Wm. Nassau, do. 
Paul J. Jones, do. 
- Jos. B. Mitchell, do. 
Hugh Avchincloss, New York. 


“ Resolved, That in the judgment of this oe 
the course of legel proceedings-thus far had, (al- 
though a verdict has been obtained against us) sug- 
gests nothing which ought in the slightest degree 
to modify the oft repeated and fully determined 
purposes of our Churches, Presbyteries, and Gene- 
ral Assembly, to maintain the doctrines and order 
of our Church inviolate. 

“2. Resolved, That in the judgment of this meet- 
ing a full and able delegation to the next General 
Assembly is a matter of great and vital importance, 
as questions may be submitted to the consideration 
of our Supreme Judicatory, which may involve the 

i and dearest interests of the Church. — 

“3. Resolved, That we cheerfully commit the 
Presbyterian Church, with all her interests, to her 
GreaT AND Heap, in confidence, that 
he will bring her out of all her trials, purified, and 
prepared increasingly to glorify his Great Name.” 

We have omitted several communications, and 


our usual Summaries of News, in order to vive as 


Case. We also anticipate our usual day of pub- 
lication, in order to give our readers the earliest 
information in regard to the verdict of the jury in 
the case. It will be seen, thatin giving a full 
and regular report of proceedings, our paper is oc- 
cupied entirely with the testimony of the New- 
school, from which, of course, our readere will 
form no definite judgment, They must wait pa- 
tiently for the other side. 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CASE. 
(CONTINUED. ) 
The Copy-nicut of this Report, which is published 
in pamphlet form, 


simultaneously with is ap- 
pearance in our columns, has fone duly se- 
bx: Tuesday, March 5th.—(Continued.) 
Before proceeding to the evidence, the reader 
should be informed, that a written agreement be- 
tween the parties had provided, that the printed 
copies of all original documents, which were com- 
t testimony, might be given in evidence, with- 
out producing such originals. The documents 
from which, under thie agreement, the most: copi- 
ous extracts were read, were the published Minutes 
of the General Assembly, “The Assembly's Di- 
gest,” and “‘ The Constitution of the Presbyterian 
urch,” containing “ The Confession of Faith, the 
Catechisms, and the Directory for the Worship of 


God: together with the Plan of Government and} 


Discipline, as amended and ratified by the General 
Assembly, at.their session in May, 182] ;” our re- 
ferences to all which will be understood after this 
explanation. 90 
After having read the pleadings, of which we 


in evidence the Charter of Incorporation, granted 
to the Presbyterian Church, by the legislature of 
“ An Act for incorporating the Trustees of the Minis- 
tera and Elders, constituting the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
_ Whereas the ministers and elders forming the 
General Asecmbly of the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States of America, consisting of citizens of the 
State of Pennsylvania, and of others of the United 
States of America aforesaid, have by their petition 
represented, .that by donations, bequests or otherwise, 
of charitably disposcd persons, they are possessed of 
monies for benevolent and pious purposes, and the said 
ministers and elders have reason to expect farther 
contributions for similar uses; but from the scattered 
situation of the said ministers and eldere,and other 
causes, the said ministers and elders find it extremely 
difficult to manage the said funds in the way best 
calculated to answer the intention of the donors 


rd, Elias Boudinct, John Nelron, Ebenezer He- 
. declared gnd constituted, a curporation and body 


for ever, by the name, style, and title of * Trys. 
the Getieral Assembly of the Presbyterian 


elders, and members of the| &™=@" 


name, style, and title shall, for ever hereaf | 


chises, and other hereditaments, are hereby vested and 


established in the said corporation, and their succes- 
sors for ever, according to the original use and intent 
for which such devises, gifts and granis were respec- 
lively made; and the said corporation and their suc- 
ceasors, are hereby declared to be seized and 

of such estate and cstates therein, as in and by the re- 
spective grants, bargains, sales, enfeoffments, releases, 
devises and other conveyances thereof, is, or are de- 
clared limited and expressed; also, that the said cor- 
poration and their successors, at all times hercafter, 
shall be capable and able to purchase, have, receive, 
take, hold, and enjoy, in fee simple, or of lesser estate 
or estates, any lands, tenements, rents, annuities, fran- 
chises and hereditaments, by the gilt, grant, bar- 
gain, sulc, alienation, enfeoffinent, release, confirtna- 
tion or devise, of any person or persons, bodies politic 
and corporate, capable and able to make the same: 
And further, that the said ministers and elders, under 
the corporate name aloresaid, and their successors, 
may take and receive any sum or sums of money, and 
any portion of goods and chattles, that have been given 
to the said ministers and elders, or that hereafter shal! 
be given, sold, leased, or bequeathed, to the said corpo- 
ration, by any person or persons, bodies politic or cor- 
porate, that is able or capable to make a gift, sale, be- 
quest, or other disposal of the same; such money, 
goods, or chattles, to be laid out and dispused of, for 
the use and benefit of the aforesaid corporation, ag reea- 
bly to the intention of the donors, and according tw the 
objects, urticles, and condition of this act. 

“ Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That no misnomer of the said corporation 
and their successors, shall defeat or annual, any gift, 
grant, devise or bequest, to or from the said corpora. 
tion, provided the intent of the party or parties shall 
sufficiently appeur upon the face of the gift, will, 
t, or other writing, estate or inte- 
rest, was intended to pass to or the said corpora- 
tion. 

“Sect 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, ‘I’hat the said curporation and their succes- 
sors, shall have full power and authority, to make, 
have and use, one common scal, with such devise and 
inscription as they shall think fit and proper; and the 
saine to break, alter, and renew, at their pleasure. 

“ Sect, 4. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said corporation and their suc- 
cessors, by the name, style, and title aforesaid, shall 
be able and capable in law, to sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded, in any court, or before any judge or 
justice, in all and all manner of suits, complaints, pleas, 
matters, and demands, of whatsoever nature, kind, and 
form they may be: and all and every. matter and 
thing to do, in as full and effectual a manner, as any 
other person, bodies politic or corporate, within this 
commonwealth, may or can do. 

“Sect. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said corporation and their suc. 

_cessors, shal] be, and hereby are authori and e:m- 
powcred, to make, ordain, and establish) bye laws and 
ordinances, and do every thing incident a eed{ul 
for the support and due government of the said corpo- 
ration, and managing the funds and revenues thereof; 
Provided, the suid bye laws be not repugnant to the 
constitution and laws of the United States, to the con- 
stitution and laws of this commonwealth, or to this act. 

“ Sect. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said corporation shall not, at any 
time, consist of inore than eighteen persons: whereof 


the said General Assembly may, at their discretion, as 


often as they shall hold their sessions in the state of 
Pennsylvania, change one third, in such manner as 
tothe said General Assembly shall seem proper: And 
the corporation aforesaid, shall have power and au- 
thority, to manage and dispose of all monies, goods, 
chattels, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, and 
other estate whatsoever, committed to their care and 
trust, by the said Gencral Assembly: but in cases 
where special instrnctions, for the management and 
disposal thereof, shall be given by the said General As. 
sembly in writing, under the hand of their clerk, it 
shall be the duty of the said corporation, to act accord- 
ing to such instructions; Provided, the said instruc- 


| tions shall not be repugnant to the cunstitution and | PF 
laws of the United Statce, or to the constitution and 


laws ‘of this commonwealth, or to the provisions and 
restrictions in this act contained. 

“Sect. 7. And be it further enacted by the authori- 
ty aforesaid, That six members of this corporation, 
whereof the president, or in his absence the vice-presi- 
-dent, to be one, shall be a sufficient number to trans. 
act the business thereof, and to make bye-laws, rules, 
and regulations ; Provided, that previous to any meet- 
ing of the board or corporation, for such purposes, not 
appointed by adjournment, ten days notice shall be 
previously given thereof, in at least one of the newspa- 
pers printed in the city of Philadelphia: And the said 
corporation shall and may, as often as they shall see 
propef, and according to the rules by them to be pre. 
scribed, c out of their number, a president and 
vice-president, and shall have authority to appoint a 
treasurer, and sach other officers and servants, as shall 
by them, the said corporation, be deemed necessary ; 
to which officers the said corporation may assign such 
a compensation for their services, and such duties to he 
performed by them, to continue in office for such a 
time, and to be succceded by others, in such way and 
manncr as the said corporation shall direct. 

“Sect. 8. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That all questions before the said corpora- 
tion, shall be decided by a plurality of votes, whercof 
each member present shall have one, except the presi- 
dent, or vice-president, when acting as president, who 
shail have only the — voice and vote, in case of 
an equality in the votes of the other members. 

**Sect 9. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said corporation shall keep regu- 
lar and fair entries of their proceedings, and a just ac- 
count of their reccipts and disbursements, in a book 
or books to be provided for that purpose; and their 
treasurer shall, once in a year, exhibit to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Charch in the United 
States of America, an exact state of the accounts of 
the corporation. 

“Sect. 10. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said corporation may take, re- 
ceive, purchasc, possess, and enjoy, messuages, houses, 


Jands, tencments, rents, annuities and other heredita- 


ments, real and personal estate of any amount, not ex- 
ceeding ten thousand dollars a year value, but the said 
limitations not to be considered as including the an- 
nual cullections, and voluntary contributions, made in 
the churches under the care of the said General As- 
sembly. su the House of Re Evans, Jr. 
Speaker of the House o esentatives. 
Rosert Hare, Speaker of the Senate. a 

Tuomas Mirr.in, 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

APPROVED, 
March 28, 1799 


Next was offered the Act of the General Assem- 


by itself (Ass. Dig. P 198.) prescribing the mode 


making choice of Trustees. 


“ The mode of choosing the Trustees adopted in 1801. 
“ The General Assembly took into consideration the 


important concern of voting for Trustees of the Gene- 


ral Assembly of the, Presbyterian Church in the Uni- 
ted States, agreeably to the — made in the 
sixth section of the Act of the Legislature constituting 
the charter of incorporation. After maturely discuss- 


‘ing this subject, the Assembly resolved, that it is expe- 


dient to adopt and recommend the following system :— 
1. That when this subject is called up annually, a vote 
shall first be taken whether, for the current year, the 
Assembly will, or will not, make any election of mem- 
bers in the board of Trustees. 2. If an electiun be de- 
termined on, the day on which it shall take place shall 
be specified, and shall not be within less than two 
days of the time at which such an clection shal] be de- 
cided on. 3. When the day of election arrives, the 
Assembly shall ascertain what vacancies in the num. 
ber of the eighteen Trustees incorporated, have taken 
place by death or otherwise; and shall first proceed to 
choose other members in their places. When this is 
accomplished, they shall proceed to the trial whether 
they will elect any, and if any, how many of that 


*! ‘third of the number of the Trustees which by law they 


are permitted to change, in the following manner : viz. 
The list of the Trustees shall be taken, and a vote be 
had for a person to fill the pla 
the list. Papeete to fill said place, the 
vote may be given either for the who has be. 
fore filled it, or for any other person: if the majority 
of votes shall be given for the person who has before 
filled it, he shall continue in office; if the majority of 
votes shall be given for another person, this person is 
a trustee, duly chosen in place of the former. In the 
same form the Assembly shall proceed with the list, 
till they have either changed one-third of the trustees, 
(always including in the third those who have been 
elected by the sitting Assembly to supply the places 
that become vacant by death or otherwise,) or by go- 
ing through the list, shall determine that no further 
alterations shall be made.—Vol. i. p. 252.” _ 


The next evidence offered was “The Constitu- 


of him who is first on 


> containing the Co | 
(Faith, chisms, and the Directorg 
orship ; the Pla . 
~lerninent and Discipline, as ainended and ratified 


T 


Presbyterian Church in the -United| 


by the General Assembly, at their session in May, 


Minutce 1821, p. 5. “The Presbyteries were called 
upon to report their several decivions on the revised 
form of government and forms of sent down 
by the lust Assembly, and their reports being read, 
were comiitted to Dr. McDowell and Mr. Chester to 
ascertain precisely the opinions of the several Presby- 
teries on the subject, and report their decision to this 
Assembly. 

“The Committee appointed to ascertain the deci- 
sions of the several Presbyteries on the subject of the 
revised form of government, and forms of process, and 
the amendments to the di » sent down by the 
last Assembly, reported, and their report being read, 
was adopted, and is us follows, viz. 

“That there are connected with this Assembly, 
sixty-two Preabyteriés; that therefore the affirmative 
vote of thirty-two Presbyteries is necessary to make 
any one article binding; that forty-five Presbyteries 


chapter, section, and article; that from these reports it 
appears that most of the articles have been adopted 
unanimously, and that every chapter, section, and ar- 
ticle, has been adopted by a majority of the whole 
number of Presbyteries; that the smallest number of 
votes given for any one article is thirty-seven ; that, 
therefore, the whole of the amendments sent down by 
the last Assembly to the Presbyteries is ratified, and 
becomes a part of the Constitution.” 

Before the time when this constitution was thus 
approved by the Presbyteries, the Synod of Geneva 
had been formed ;  § at that period, comprised 
the Presbyteries of Geneva, Onondaga, Cayuga, 
Bath, Ontario, Niagara, Genessee, and Rochester. 
The Presbyteries of Oneida, St. Lawrence, and 

. now belonging to the Synod of Utica, 
were then parts of the Synod of Albany; and the 
Presbyteries of Grand River and Portage, now 
parts of the Synod of Western Reserve, at that 
time belonged to the Synod of Pittsburg. There- 
fore of the twenty-eight Presbyteries at present 
contained in the exscinded Synods, there were four- 
teen in existence at the period when this amended 
constitution was adopted, to all which, that consti- 
tution was of course sent down for their approval. 
(See Minutes.) 

The following sections of the form of Govern- 
ment were next offered : 

Chap. X. (Of the Presbytery.) Sect.7. “ Any three 
ministers, and as many elders as may be present, be- 
longing to the Presbsytery, being met at the time and 
place appointed, shall be a quorum competent to pro- 
“Chap. XE (Of the Synod.) Sect. 2. WA 

f -) Sect. ny seven 
belonging to the Synod, who shall 
at the time and place of meeting, with as many elders 
as may be present, shall be a quorum to transact sy- 
nodica! business, provided, not more than three of the 
said minixters belong to one Presbytery.” 

Chap. XII. (Of the General Assemily.) Sect. 3. 
“ Any fourteen or more of these commissioners, one 
half of whom shall be ministers, being met on the day, 
and at the place appointed, shall be a quorum for the 
transaction of business.” 

Mr. Randall next read extracts from the min- 
utes of the Assembly, showing the time and man- 
ner of the creation of the four Synods of Geneva, 
Genessee, Western Reserve, and Utica. The his- 
tory of this matter having before been given in his 
opening, we here subjoin merely the references. 


Synod of Albany formed 1803 min. 1803, p. 17 
“ Geneva 1812 min. 1812, p. 23 
. Genessee 1821 min. 182], p. 10 
Western Reserve 1825 min. 1625, p. 263 
" Utica 1829 min. 1829, p. 373 


The testimony next offered, consisted of extracts 
from the minutes, showing the frequent, recogni- 
tion of these Synods, and of the Presbyteries com- 
posing them, by the General Assembly; their 
having contributed to the church funds, As 


defendants, and as most of the passages cited to 
ove it, and the other points here connected with 
it, were of the same general nature, we shall in 
many cases, give mere references. 


Minutes 1803, p.5. “The Rev. Bethucl Dodge, a 
commissioner from the Presbytery of Oneida.” 

dd. p. 16. “ The Assembly called on the Presbyte- 
ries, which are required to make annual cullections for 
missionary purposes, to report how far they have com. 
plied with the orders of the General Assembly on this 
subject. Itappeared in consequence, that the Presby- 
teries of Oneida, Albany, Columbia, &c., have substan- 
se done their duty, in re!erence to this collection.” 

inutcs 1804, p. 69. “List of churches belonging 
to the Synod of Albany, &c., which have contributed 
to the contingent fund of the General Assembly, from 
June Ist, 1803, to May 2Ist,1804. (The fund expended 
in the course of the year, for missionary, and other pur. 
poses; so called to distinguish it from the nent 
fund, the principle of which is kept entire.” ) 
“ Presbytery of Oneida, 

Columbi 


“ Albany, 16 25 &c.” 

Minutes 1805, p. 96. “'The Committee to whom 
were referred the reports of the Presbyteries on the 
Amendinents of the Constitution, reported; that the 
Presbytery of Oneida has approved all the proposed 
amencments.” 

Id. pp. 107, 8. “ Payments into the Contingent Fund. 

Presbytery of Oneida, $31 33 &c. 
ee 1307, p. 173. Minutes 1808, pp. 188, 9, 

Minutes 1809, p. 227. View of churches under the 
care of the Asscmbly. 

“ Presb. of Oneida, 7 Ministers, 13 Cong’ns. 

“ Geneva, 14 12 

Id. p. 252. Minutes 1810, pp. 278. 288. 

- Minutes 1811, p. 353. Statement of Contributions. 
“ Presbytery of Oneida, 8 
neva, 
“ Onondaga, 
as Cayuga, 22 57.” 

Minutes 1812, p. 3U. Minutes 1813, pp. 85, 101. 
Minutes 1814, pp. 108, 9. 154, 5. 221. 

Minutes 1815, p. 250. Contributions. 

Presbytery of Cayuga, 00 
Utica, | 819 00.” 

Minutes 1816, p. 318. Minutes 1817, p. 59. 

Id. p.9. “The Committee appointed to prepare a 
minute, stating the attention which the Presbyteries 
appear to have paid to the Resolutions of the Assein- 
bly, in relation to the selection of young men for the 
guspel somal and providing funds for their educa. 
cation reported; and their report being read, was 
adopted, and is as follows, viz. 

“That from the votes of the Assembly, it appearcd 
that the Presbyterics of Onondaga, Geneva, Oneida, 
Cayuga, Columbia, * * * Grand River, * * * had 
fully attended to the recommendation of the Assembly 
on the subject.” 

Minutes 1818, p.27. “ The following persons were 
appointed a Bourd of Missions, for the ensuing year, 
v 

* * * 

Of the Synod of Geneva, Rev. D. Higgins. 


Id. pp. 59, 61, 2, 3. 
p- 84. “Theological Seminary—Contingent 
und. 
“28, Of Rev. W. Hanford, per Rev. Jos. Treat, col. 
lected in Grand River Presbytery, . . $71 38 
Min. 1819, p. 158. Min. 1826, pp. 306, 345, 6, 7, 8, 


9. 

Min. 1821, p. 12. “The committee appointed to 
examine the Records of the Synod of Geneva, re- 
ported, and the book was approved to page 257, with 
the following exception, viz: ‘That the Synod decided 
improperly, in saying that the complaint of D. C. 
Hopkins, was not strictly sustained, while they at the 
same time say, that each and every act of the Freshy 
tery of Onondaga complained of, was irregular and 
improper.” 

Id. pp. 16, 31,2, 39,41. Min. 1822, pp. 45, 6, 59. 
Min. 1823, pp. 124, 135, 9,170, 1, 2. 

Min. 1823, p. 159. “ Report of the Board of Edu- 
cation, established by the General Assembly; for 
May, 1823. 

“This year no reports have been received from the 
Presbyteries of Northumberland, Grand River, &c. 
The Tratetaries which have reported are the follow- 
ing, viz: 

Sh. Genessee, which has one young man 
its care, and has expended last year 19 dollars. 

“2. Rochester, which supports three beneficiaries. 

“3. Geneva, which has two youths under its care, 
and co-operates with the Western Education So- 
ciety. 

“4. Bath, which has one beneficiary, raised last year 
26 dollurs, 34 center, und expended 25 dollars. 

“5. Oneida, which has nine beneticiaries. 
. “6. Onondaga, which aids five young men in board 


and clothing, &c.” 
Minutes 1824, pp. 202, 3,235. Min. 1825, pp. 274, 


HE PRESBYTERIA 


have reported to the Assembly their decisions on each| 


the fact of recognition was not contested by the! P 


Albany, Rev. Jas. Coe, D.D. &c.” pF 


N. 


7,8,9, 360, Min. 
177, 


The next testimony, Chapter IV. of Form of 
ipline. 
“OF ACTUAL PROCESS.” 
“1. When all other means of re an offence 
have failed, the judicatory to which cognizance of it 


properly belongs, shall judicially take it into considera- 
luon. 

“2. Thére aro 
be brought before a judicatory : either by an individu- 
al or individuals, who appear as accusers, and under- 
take to substantiate the charge; or by comnon fame. 

“3. In the former case, process must be pursued in 
the name of the accuser or accusers. In the latter, 
there is no need of naming any person as the accuser. 
Common fame is the accuser. Yet a general rumour 
may be raised by the rashness, censoriousness, or mal- 
ice of one or more individuals. When this appears to 
have been the case, such individuals ought to be cen- 
sured, in proportion to the degree of criminality which 
appears attached to their conduct. 

“4. Great caution ought to be exercised in receiving 
accusations from any person who is known to indulge 
a malignant spirit towards the accused; who is not of 
good character; who is himself under ccnsure or pro- 
cess; who is deeply interested, in any respect, in the 
conviction of the accused ; or who is known to bc liti- 
gious, rash, or highly imprudent. 

“5. When a judicatory enters on the consideration 
of a crime or crimes alleged, no more shall be done, at 
the first meetings, unless by consent of pargigs, than to 
give the accused a copy of each charge, with the names 
of the witnesses to support it; and to cite all concern. 
ed to appear at the next meeting of the judicatosy, to 
have the matter fully heard and decided. Notice shall 
be given to the parties concerned, at least ten days 
previously to the meeting of the judicatory. 

“6. The citations shall be issued and signed by the 
moderator or clerk, by order, and in the name of the 
judicatory. He shall also furnish citationé for such 
witnesses as the accused shall nominate, to appear on 
his behelf. 

“7, Although it is required that the accused be in- 
formed of the names of all the witnesses who are to 
be adduced against him, at least ten days befvre the 
time of trial, (unless he consent to wave the right, and 
— immediately,) it is not necessery that he, on 

is part, give a similar notice to the judicatory of all 
the witnesses intended to be adduced by him for his 
exculpation, 

“8. In exhibiting charges, the times, places, and 
circumstances should, if possible, be ascertained and 
stated, that the accused may have an opportunity to 
prove an alibi, or to extenuate or alleviate his offence. 

“9. ‘The judicatory, in many cases, may find it 
more for edification, to send some members to con. 
verse, in a private manner, with the accused person ; 
and if he contess guilt, to endeavour to bring him to 
repentance, than to proceed immediately to citation. 

“10. When an accused person, or a witness, refuses 
to obey the citation, he shall be cited a second time; 
and if he still continue to refuse, he shall be excluded 
from the communion of the church, for his contuma- 
cy, until he repent. 

“11. Although, on the first citation, the person cited 
shall declare in writing, or otherwise, his fixed deter- 
mination not to obey it; this declaration shall, in no 
case, induce the judicatory to deviate from the regular 
course prescribed for citations. They shall proceed 
as ifno such declaration had been made. ‘The person 
cited may afterwards alter his mind. 

“12. The time which must elapse between the first 
citation of an accused person, or a witness, and the 
meeting of the judicatory at which he is to appear, is 
at least ten days. But the time allotted for his ap- 
pearance in the subsequent citation, is Ieft to the dis- 
cretion of the judicatory ; provided always, however, 
that it be not less than is quite sufficient for a seasona- 
ble and convenient compliance with the citation. 

“15. The second citation ought always to be ac- 

companied with a notice, that if the person cited do 
not appear at the time appointed, the judicatory, be- 
sides ccnsuring him for his contumacy, will, after as- 
signing some person to manage his defence, proceed 
to take the testimony in his case, ae if he were 
esent. 
Judicaiories belure proceeding to trial, ougit 
to ascertain that their citations have been duly served 
on the persons for whom they were intended, and es- 
pecialiy before they proceed to ultimate measures for 
contumacy. 

“15. The trial shall be fair and impartial. The 
witnesses shall be examined in the presence of the ac- 
cused ; or, at least, after he shall have received due 
citation to attend; and he shall be permitted to ask 
any questions tending to his own exculpation. 

“16. The judgment shall be regularly entered on 
the records of the judicatory : and the parties shall he 
allowed copics of the whole proceedings, at their own 
expense, ifthey demand them. And in case of refer- 
ences or appeals, the judicatory referring, or appealed 
from, shall send authentic copics of the whole process 
to the higher judicatory. 

“17. ‘The person found guilty shall be admonished 
or rebuked, or excluded from church privileges, as the 
case shall appear to deserve, until he give satisfactory 
evidence of repentance. 

“]8. As cases may arise in which many days, or 
even weeks, may intervene before it is practicable to 
commence process against an accused church member, 
the session may, in such cases, und ought, if they 
think the edification of the church requires it, to pre- 
vent the accused person from approaching the Lord’s 
tuble until the charge against him can be examined. 

“19. The sentence shall be published only in the 
church or churches which have been offended. Or, 
if the offence be of small importance, and such as it 
shall appear most for edification not to publish, the 
sentence may pass only in the judicatory. 

“ 20. Such gross offenders as will not be reclaimed 
by the private or public admonitions of the church, 
are to be cut off from its communion, agreeably to 
our Lord’s direction, Mat. xviii.17. And the apostoli- 
cal injunction respecting the incestuous person. 1 
Cor. v. 1—5. 

“21. No professional counsel shall be permitted to 
appear and plead in cases of process in any of our ec- 
elesiastical courts. But ifany accused person feel un- 
able torepresent and plead his own cause to advantage, 
he may request any Minister or Elder, belonging to 
the judicatory before which he appears, to prepare and 
exhibit his cause as he may judge proper. But the 
Minister or Elder sq engaged, shall not be allowed, 
after pleading the oa of the accused, to sit in judg- 
ment as a member of the judicatory. 

“22. Questions of order, which arise in the course 
of process shall be decided by the Moderator. If an 
appeal is made from the chair, the question on the ap- 
peal shall be taken without debate. 

“23. In recording the proceedings, in cases of ju- 
dicial process, the reasons for all decisions, except on 
questions of order, shall be recorded at length; that the 
record may exhibit every thing which had an influence 
on the judgment of the court. And nothing bat what 
is contained in the record, may be taken into conside- 
ration in reviewing the proceedings in a superior 
court.” 

Next, Form of Government, Chapter XI. 

“IV. ‘The General Assembly shall receive and is- 
sue all —— and references, which may be regular- 
ly brought before them, from the inferior judicatories. 
They shall review the Records of every Synod, and ap- 
ove or censure them; they shall give their advice 
and instruction, in all cases submitted to them, in con- 
formity with the constitution of the Church; and they 
shall constitute the bond of Union, peace correspon- 
dence, and mutual confidence, among all our churches.’ 


Court adjourned. 


Wednesday Morning, March 6th, 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Randall offered in evidence portions of a 
statistical table (Minutes 1837, 1,) to prove 
that in Presbyteries still in connexion with the 
General Assembly, there were numerous ministers 
who were pastors of Congregational churches. He 
showed that in the Presbyteries of Londonde 
and Newburyport, belonging to the Synod of Al- 
bany, out of forty-one ministers re as com- 
posing those Presbyteries, there were sixteen pas- 
tors of Congregational, and only fourteen of Pres- 
byterian churches, (pp. 522-3.) He then offered 
other parts of the table to show thet there were no 
such cases reported in any of the Presbyteries of 
the exscinded Synods. Next he referred to the 
table, beginning with the Presbytery of St. Law- 
rence, (p. 527,) to show the amount of contribu- 


tions to the Church funds, collected within those 
Synods, in the year ending with the date of the 
reports of 1837. Some of the extracts were as 
follows :— 
of St. Lawrence, $953 33 
“ 
Otsego, 1525 Ol 
“ Geneva, 7729 95 
Cayuga, 3251 00 
« Rochester, 15,750 50 | 


minutes, (1837, p. 520) to show 
‘Dadies were recognized as in Connexion with the ed their 
the opening of thé. A@enbly of 3687. did not e, however, to try that remedy, but 


The links are independent of each other, except as 


Mr. We evi 

1, may il your Honour. ‘lhe admission | 
of this testimony would involve us in other ques- | 
tions than those raised by the pleadings The, 
proceedings of the Assembly of 1837 have no 
bearing upon this case: why does the other party | 
wish to introduce them here! What is their pur-' 

t Ie it to prove that that Assembly dismem- | 
ome and destroyed itself! If any thing less than : 
this, what effect can the proceedings of 1837 have 
pe those of 1838? The pleadings, however, pre- 
clude the admission of evidence for such a purpose. — 
The Assembly of 1838, derived its existence from 
the adjournment in 1837. The very appointment 
of these t es, the relators in this suit, is an ac- | 
knowledgment of the fact, that the Assembly of | 
1837 did not perform any act of dismemberment. | 
it was said, in the opening of the opposite party, 
that the officers of the Assembly of 1838, had re- 
jected from the roll of that body, certain individ- 
uals clawning seats, and that this was the true 
ground of the controversy. That a certain bom 
tleman, rose, and proposed the deposition of 
officers, for their misconduct, and that by an almost 
unanimous vote, they were deposed. Their ob- 
ject, then, is to prove, that the officers of the As 
sembly of 1838, committed some error; that they 
defeated the constitutional organization of the As- 
sembly, b ir refusal to admit the claimants re- 
ferred i” Ire wot a rejection can be proved, 
and it can also wn that this rejection defeat- 
ed the nization of the Assembly, the plaintiffs 
have tao. out that, part of their case. t why 
should they go into our case? We deny that the 
Assembly ever made any such rejection ; that they 
ever committed themselves on the subject. But 
even if they did, why should our opponents go into 
the proceedings of the Assembly of 1837, to finda 
reason, either good or bad, for such rejection. If 
there are any such reasons, it is our business to ex- 
hibit them. They heve no right to meddle with 
pw, come into our camp. Let us justify our- 
selves. 

The Assembly of 1838, as regards the qualifica- 
tion of its members, was entirely independent of 
that of 1837. It may have been composed of mem- 
bers entirely different, though coming from the 
same constituent bodies. ‘The two Assemblies had 
not even the same Moderator; for the old Modera- 
tor continues in office merely to constitute the new 
body. Here are certain individuals, then, who 
present themselves to the Permanent and Stated 
Clerke of the Assembly of 1838, whose business 
it is to judge of the validity of commissions, and 
they are rejected. An attempt is made to introduce 
the matter to the consideration of the house, The 
Moderator declares the motion for that purpose out 
of order, and an appeal being taken from his deci- 
sion, he declares the appeal also out of urder. Now 
they may contend, that by this act, the house either 
was dismembered, or, on appeal to it, a 
removed its officers for their misconduct. Well, 
if there was a unanimous removal, why should the 
plaintiffs go back to the proceedings of 1837: why 
should they anticipate our defence! Perhaps we 
may say that our opponents have violated some 
rule of the Assembly. If this be our defence they 
certainly have no right to anticipate us in the de- 
velopment of it. Suppose it true, that the Assem- | 
bly of 1837:did commit injustice : what effect can 
this have upon the proceedings of 1838, when, as 
they contend, the error has been cleared away! 
“Ah! but you won't admit this,” say they; “ there- 
fore we will go into evidence to show the injustice of 
the acts of 1837.” Well, 6&ppose they abandon 
this ground, and ‘contend that no regular process 
was commenced under the Assemby of 1838: that 
from the rejection of certain Commissioners by the 
clerks, every thing done was void and of no effect: 
still, is it for them to say, that the Assembly of 
1837, committed an error! If we attempt to 
show a justification for our Moderator and Clerks, 
must we do it in the way which “— point out? 
We, indeed, intend to prove our Moderator and 
Clerks in the right; and that they taking offence 
at the primary and inferior tribunal, never presen- 
ted their case, regularly for rejection. 

The plaintiffs have taken the ground that an er- 
ror of the clerks made them the true General As- 
sembly, and dismembered and destroyed our body. 
But they want to go farther than this, and show a 
bad motive, which, they say, must have actuated 
our party. 

Judge ers. This evidence seems to me to 
be exactly of the same kind with that already ad- 
mitted. 

Mr. Hubbell. For the purpose for which the 
other testimony was received, we have no objec- 
tion that this should be admitted. We con- 
ceived it to be the right and duty of our opponents 
to build up an Assembly. But how is this to be 
done? By showing that these bodies have been 
admitted as parts of the Presbyterian Church? This 
is conceded. Whether admitted constitutionally, 
or not,,is another thing. But they cannot be al- 
lowed to show that the proceedings of 1837 are a 
poor reason for those of 1838 ; that our defence is 
a poor defence. Let us be masters of our own de- 
fence. 

Mr. If [ should like to know for what 
purpose Mr. Randall offers the evidence. It may 
be that he has two objects. If offered to prove the 
admission of these Synods, it is proper, or, at least 
only irrelevant. If to prove their rejection, it is 
inadmissible. 

Judge Rogers. What ia the object of the testi- 
mony, Mr. Randall? 

r. Randall. May it please your Honour, our 
object is to show the state of the General Assem- 
bly in 1837; that these Synods were then in good 
standing, and incorporated as a part of the Presby- 
terian Church, under the Constitution of 1821. 
Then to follow this up, by showing an act of dis- 
memberment, begun by the clerks of the Assembly, 
and carried out by the Moderator, which defeated 
the organization, made it void and nugatory, where- 
by we became the true General Assembly. But 
we cannot prove more than one link at a time. 


to order. : 

Judge ers. Mr. Hubbell, you may go on. 

Me Hubbel May it please your Honour, we 
do not pretend that the act of the clerks was a 
mistake. Our opponents cannot, then, bring evi- 
dence to prove that it was nota mistake—that it 
was the result of deliberate design. If they prove 
that certain commissions were presented to the 
clerks, and by them refused; that then a resolu- 
tion in regard to them was offered, and, this reso- 
lution being declared out of order, an appeal was 
taken from the Moderator’s decision, but that the 
Moderator refused to put the appeal—if all this be 
shown, they have laid the basis of their superstruc- 
ture. They must not anticipate our defence to 
the allegation. If the acts of 1837 dismembered 
the General Assembly, then our trustees, appointed 
before that time, are entitled to their places. This 
supposition would defeat the issue chosen by the 
other party. They admit therefore that those 
elected trustees in 1837, even after the acta com- 
plained of, were lawfully elected. If, on the other 
hand no dismemberment is alleged, what can be 
the effect of the testimony offered? The Assem- 
bly of 1838 was an entirely independent body, hav- 
ing full power to judge of the qualifications of its 
own members. The rejection complained of was 
not influenced by the procedings of 1837, except 
as they furnish us a reason, an excuse, if we choose 
to avail ourselves of it, for the purpose of defence. 
The other party themselves contend that the pro- 
ceedings of the Assembly of 1838 should not have 
been influenced by those of 1837. They say that 
the latter were void, except as merely advisory or 
recominendatory ; and that therefore the rejection 
of commissioners in @838 was bad. We will our- 
selves show the reason of this rejection, and will 
not allow our case to be mangled and distorted. 

Judge Rogers. 1 do not like to decide, at this 
stage of the proceedi whether the testimon 
offered involves the merits of the case or not. It 
may be admitted now, and the point be decided 
hereafter. 

Mr. Ingersoll. 1 should like to say half a dozen 
words in explanation, even if the testimony be ad- 
mitted., If it go to prove the same points as that 
offered yesterday it is merely irrelevant. If the 
other point, which I have mentioned, it will pro-| 
duce serious evil, by raising a false, a prejudicial, 
and a dangerous issue. There were two courses 


for the New-school party to take. They might’ 


‘what ecclesiastical have issued Mandamus, and thus have establish- 


if unjustly deprived of them. They 


met in| on a bolder 
measure. Flere they did not proceed regular) 
but having reached a particular point, 
The question now before us is, did Resliiietanse- 
a . Under this quo warranto, the remedy se- 
ted, they must show their title. Again, they 
say that we did vow stg larly in the Assembly 
of 1837, and there ask the assistance of the 
Court to oust us, But the Assembly of 1837 was 
entirely dissolved. Look at the provision on this 
subject, in the Form of Government, Chap, XII. 
Sect. 8. “ Each Session of the Assembly shall be 
opened and clused with prayer. And the whole 
business of the Assembly being finished, and the 
vote taken for dissolving the present Assembly, the 
Moderator shall say from the chair—* By virtue of 
the authority delegated to me, by the Church, let 
this General Assembly be dissolved. and I do here- 
by dissolve it, and require another General Assem- 
bly, chosen in the same manner, to meet at 
on the day of —— A. D. ——’ after 
which he shall pray and return thanks, and pro- 
nounce on those present the apostolic benediction.” 

The Assembly then of 1837 was dissolved, and 
extinguished. It was not an adjournment, nor yet 
a curia advisare vult, as in the practice of the 
Supreme Court. Therefore as‘to that Assembly, 
there was an end of every thing. Now if any 
members had been unjustly excluded from the As- 
sembly of 1837, they should have applied for re-ad- 
mission in 1838. t, instead ofthis, they chose 
to secede, and now they must A pee. not that the 
proceedings of 1837 were void, but that their se- 
cession was proper. We say, that they were not 
excluded from the Genera) Assembly of 1638: 
they never sought admission. That Assembly 
never had an opportunity to decide on their case. 
It is one link the testimony. 

e must have proceedi 1837, to explain 
those of 1838. ies 

Mr. Randall then read the testimony offered. 

Minutes 1837, p. 520. 

“ SYNODS AND PRESBYTERIES. 

“The following summary account of Synods and 
Presbyteries, together with the statistical reports of 
Presbyteries in detail, present the Presbyterian Church 
as it was at the commencement of the sessions of the 
General Assembly. During these sessions, four of 
these Synods, with all their respective Presbyteries, 
were declared to be no longer a part of the Presbyteri- 
an Church in the United States of America, viz. the 
Synod of the Western HKeserve, [sve Minntes, page 440,) 
and the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, (vee 
Minutes, page 444,) and the Third Presbytery of 
Philadelphia was dissolved, [see Minutes, page 472.) 
The — directed the Stated Clerk, having insert- 
ed a note to this effect, to publish the statistics of these 
judicatories for the past year. [See Minutes, page 494.”} 

“The General Assembly of 1837, at the com- 
mencement of their sessions, had under their care 
twenty-three Synods, comprising one hundred and 
thirty-five Presbyteries, viz. ad * * 

“2. ‘The Synod of UTICA, containing the five Pres. 
pry of St. Lawrence, Watertown, Oswego, Oneida, 


Otsego. 

“3. ‘The Synod of GENEVA, containing the nine 
Presbyteries of Geneva, Chenango, Onondaga, Cayuga, 
Tioga, Cortland, Bath, Delaware, and Chemung. 

“4. The Synod of GENESEE, containing the six 
Presbyteries of Genesee, Ontario, Rochester, Niagara, 
Buffalo, and Angelica. 


“9. The Synod of the Westean Resrave, containing 
the = Presbyteries of Grand River, Portage, Hu- 
ahs rumbull, Cleveland, Maumee, Lorain, and Me- 


As poses a the table from which the above 
was extracted, Mr. Randall read the fullowing : 

Minutes 1837, p. 4.4. “ In answer to a request of the 
Stated Clerk, for direction in making out the General 
Statistical Table, for the current year, the Assembly 
ordered that he should insert in that table, the statistics 
in his hands for the past year, of those judicatories 
that have been declared by the General Assembly to 
be no longer parts of the Presbyterian Church, and to 
insert a marginal note to this effect ; and that hereafter 
those statistics shall not appear in the general table 
published by the General Assembly.” 

The next evidence offered was a list of the Pres- 
byteries within the exscinded Synods, with the 
dates of their formation, from which it appeared, 
that there were in t Synods twenty-eight 
Presbyteries, with five hundted and nine ministers, 


Jive hundred and ninety-nine churches, and Sifty 


hundred and eighty-nine communi- 
can 

Mr. Randall remarked, There is another case 
which may properly be mentioned here, somewhat 
isolated in character, but nevertheless forming a 
link in the chain of testimony, heretofore kept out 
of view. I allude to the case of the Third Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia, containing thirty-three 
ministers, thirty-two churches, and four thousand 
eight hundred and fifty communicants, which, at 
the same meeting of the Assembly—that of 1837— 
was dissolved, but without the usual provision at- 
taching the ministers and churches, of whigh it 
was composed, to other Presbyteries, they being 
left to apply for admission to other bodies, and run 
the risk of being told, on such application, “ We 
don’t know you.” And this excision, as in the 
other cases, was wholly without trial, proof, or even 
accusation. 

The Rev. Mr. Eliakim Phelps being called to prove 
the correctness of this statistical list, the proof was 
waved by the counsel for the defendants, who 
ugreed to admit the list without proof, subject 
however to correction, if found erroneous in any 
particular. 

Mr. Randall. We will now recur to the pro- 
ceedings of the Assembly, of 1837, beginning 
with its organization. ; 

Min. 1837, p. 411. “The General Assembly of 
Presbyterian Church in the United States eng 
met agreeably to appuintment, in the central Presbyte- 
rian Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on Thursday, 
the 18th day of May, 1837, at 11 o’clock, A. M.; and 
was opened with a sermon by the Rev. John Wither. 
spoon, D.D., the Moderator of the last Assembly, &c. 

“ The Standing Committee of Commissions report- 
ed that the following persons present have bcen 
— appointed Commissioners to this General Assem- 

y, viz.” 

Then follows a list of members, from which it 
appears, that every one of the Presbyteries in the 
four Synods of Utica, Geneva, Genessee, and 
Western Reserve, were represented, their dele- 
gates amounting, in all, to the number of f/ty- one, 
of whown thirty-five were ministers, and sixteen 
elders. These voted in the choice of Modera- 
tor, and, up to a certain period, took a part in all 
the proceedings of the Assembly. 

On page 419, is the minute of the first of that 
series of acts which resulted in the excision of 
these Synods., 


ay Monpay morning, May 22d.—The Assembly met, 


“The committee to whom Overture No. 1, viz. 
“The Memorial and Testimony of the Convention,” 
had been referred, made a report, in part; and their 
report was read and accepted. 

“ It was moved to adopt so much of the report as re- 
lates to doctrinal errors, whereupon a motion was made 


to amend the report by adding to the specification 
when, after 


of errors, certain others, some debate it 
was 

Resolved, That the whole subj be poned, 
and made the order of the day oD 


Resolved, That that part of the report which refers 

to the plan of union between Presbyterians and Con- 

regationalists in the new settlements, adopted in 1801, 
made the order of the day for this afternoon. 

“ Monpay afternoon, &c. 

“The Assembly proceeded to the order of the day, 
viz. That part of the report of the Committee on Over. 
ture No. 1, which relates to the ‘ Plan of Union’ adopt- 
ed in 1801. 

“The repart was read and adopted, in part, as fol- 
lows, viz. 

“In regard to the relation existing betwen the Pres- 
byterian and Congregational Chur the committee 
recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

1. “ That between these two branches of the Ame- 
rican Charch, there ought, in the judgment of this 
Assembly, to be maintained sentiments of matual res- 
pect and esteem, and for that purpose no reasonable 
efforts should be omitted to preserve a perfectly good 
these branches of the Choreh 

ri 

2,“ That it is expedient to continue the plan of 
friendly intercourse, between this Church and the 
Congregational Churches of New as it now 
exists.” 


“ A third resolution to abrogate the ‘ Plan of Union,’ 
was discussed for some time. a 
Adjoutned till’9 o’clock to-morrow morning, 


ter able and ble im law well to take, Bon of the 826, pa 11,21, 63, 4 5. 

been nted, bargained, sold, enfeafted, relcased, mtn. » ta. » Pp- 
cuter wise conveyed, to the ministers 485, 489, 490. din. 1834, pp. 16, 22, 28, 30, $8, 40, 
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| 
Therefore, 
}, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
| Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 

nia, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enact 
ed by the authority of the same, That John Rogers, 
Alexender McWhorter, Samuel Stanhope Smith, Ash. 

4 bel Green, Wilhkam M. Tennant, Patrick Allison, Na- 
’ than Irvin, Joseph Clark, Andrew Hunter, Jared In- 

ereal, Robert Ralston, Jonathan R. Smith, Andrew 

eee fr. Randall next offered to read from the same 


/ 


_ peport of the Committée on the Memorial, as relates to 


a —_§_Faai appear to be charged by common fame with 
irregulari offered debated a considerable | on the third Thursday of May next, at Philadelphia, 


. the Church, 


Dr. Alexander, that they had not been able to agree, 
 andasked to be discharged. 


‘rate reports, accompanied by various papers, which 


“commented on by the council for either party, will 


between the two 


to effect an amicable separation, were at a stand. 
‘The attempt at 
and the whole subject was laid on the table. 
game morning, 


‘Wednesday morning May 31st, and Wednesday after- 


the Plan of Union of 


* Phe 


as ng 
tion of gross errura in doctrine, and disorders in prac- 


of the Assembly this morning, and aflerwards on their 


Western Reserve is not a part of the 
‘Charch.” 


pentjooed th orders of the day, und resumed thé un- 


pope 


as 


4 Bat‘asthe* Plan of Union’ 
settlements in’ 1801, was origi 


adopted for the new 
y 


not within het and 


“Then follow the yeas 143, and nays 110. 

Wednesday May 24th —The committee 
-on overture No, 1, viz., ‘The testimony and Memorial 
of the Convention,’ made a further report, ‘ respecting 
#0.much of the memorial as relates to the toleration of 
| errors in doctrine, or disorders in practice, by 
in The report was read and ac- 
-cepted.. The report was then recommitted, and the 
‘committee wis instructed to make a full reporf on the 
Assembly to the order ys 
from’ yesterday, viz., that part of the report 
of the Committee on the Memorial which relates to 
doctrinal errors. When, the motion to amend the re- 
port by adding to the specification of errors certain 
others, was discussed for some time; it was then 
moved thet the emendment be indefinitcly postponed ; 
and after some debate, the Assembly adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

“ Thureday morning, May 25th.—A motion was 

amade that the Aseembly now take up so mach of the 


the tuleration of disorders in practice, and errors in 
ductrine, by inferior judicatories. _ Adjourned til! this 

afternoon at half 3 o'clock. | 
WAfternoon.—The House resumed the unfinished 
businese of this morning, viz, the motion to take up 
‘that part of the report ofthe Committee on the Memo- 
rial which relates to the toleration of disorders in prac- 
tice, and errors in doctrine, by inferior judicatories. 
Phe motion was carried. And resolutions to cite to 
of the next Assembly such inferior judicatorics 
ularities, were and a 
“Friday morning, 26th—The Assembly re- 
sumed an finial vse of yesterday, the 
resolutions to cite to the bar of the next Assembly such 
inferior judicatories as shall appear to be charged by 
common fame with the toleration of groxs errors in 
doctrine, and disorders in practice; and after debate, 

the Assembly adjourned till the afternoon. 

oe ‘he Asseinbly resumed the unfinish- 
ed business of the morning, viz., the resolations to cite 
tothe bar of the next Asseinbly such inferior judicatories 
be charged: by common fame with the tolera- 


tice; and, after debate, the previous question was de- 
manded, and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and 
Nays, as follows, viz. 

* Shall the maia question be now put?’ 
_ “Phen follow the yeas 141, and the noys 108. 

“The resolutions were then adopted, by yeas and 
nays ae follows, viz. 

1. Resolved, That the proper steps be now taken, | 
te cite to the bar of the next Assembly, such inferior 
judicatories as are charged by common fame with ir- 
regularities. 

“2. That a special committee be now appointed to 
ascertain what inferior judicatories are thus charged 
by common fame, prepare charges and specifications 
against them, and to digest a suitable plan of proce- 
dure in the matter ; and that sai dcommittee be request- 
ed to =— as soon as practicable. 
_ “3. That, as citations on the foregoing plan is the 
commencement of a proce-s involving the right of 
membership in the Asse:nbly ; therefore, resolved, that 
bly te a principle laid down, chap. v. sec. 9th, of 
‘Form of Government,’ the members of said judi- 
catories be exeluded from a seat in the next Assembly, 
until their case shall be decided.” 7 
195, end the nays 122. Non- 


day 


morrow morning offer a resolution to appoint a com- 
mittee, to consist of equal numbers trom the majority 
and minority on the vote to cite inferior judicatories, 
to inquire into the expediency of a voluntary division 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
_ “Saturday morning, May 27th.—Agrceably to no- 
tice given last evening, Mr. Breckinridge moved that a 
committee of ten meinbers, of whom an equal number 
shall be from thé majority and minority of the vote on 
the resolutions to cite interior judicatories, be appoint- 
ed on the state of the Church. 

“ Dr. Junkin and Mr. Ewing, on the part of the ma- 
——— Messrs. A. Campbell aad Jesup, on the part 
of minority, were appointed to nominate cach five 
members of the committee on the foregoing resolu- 

“Dr. Junkin and Mr. Campbell, from the commit- 
teas to numinate the committee of ten on the state of 
fully reported, the following nomi- 
nation, viz. Mr. Breckinridge, Dr. Alexander, Dr. 
‘Cuyler, Dr. Witherspoon, and Mr. Ewing, on the part 
of the majority; and Dr. McAuley, Dr. Beman, Dr. 
Feters, Mr. Dickinson, and Mr. Jesup, on the part of 
the minority. The report was adopted; and the co:n- 
mittee was directed to meet in the house at the rising 


own adjournments. 
“On motion, the Assembly engaged in prayer, on 
behalf of this committee, and of the subject referred to 


“ Tuesday morning, May 3))th—-The committee on 
the state of the Church, reported by their chairman, 


“Both portions of the committee then made sepa- 


reports and papers were ordered to be entered upon 
the Minules of the Assembly, and are as follows, viz. 

[These reports and papers we shall not here 
insert. The parts of them particularly relied or 


appear in the argument. At present it is neces- 
sary to say only, that besides the two reports, 
there're nine papers, designated as Nos. 1, 2, 3, 
4, and 5,.of the majority: und Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, 
of the minority, being the written 

of the committee. ] 

Mr. Rendall. ‘Thus the proceedings instituted 


¢ification had proved abortive, 
The 


“A resolution was offered that the 


Presbyterian 


This resolution was debated on Tucsday afternoon, 


sdey morning, June 1st—The Assembly 
hess of yesterday, viz. the mation to post. 
the further consideration of the resolution de- 


tesolution was adopted, by yeas and nays, 
Réaglvad, That by the of the ; 
nion » the Synod of the West- 

is, aud is hereby declared .to be no longer } 
part .of..the. Presbyterian Church in the United 


i) 


} us, are hereby directed to make application, with a full 


ee Presbytery of 


a 

the yous and nays; ailer debate, this motion was lia 
on ble. 
“The Assembly to the order of the day, 
viz, the election of Trustees of the General Assembly. 
“A motion was made that this election be by ballot, 

Before the vote was announced, 
made directing the clerk to cali the names of 
rve Synod, which motion the Mo. 
derator decided to be out of order; an was ta- 
ken from the Moderator, and the house sustained his 


“Mr. Jessup provented a written demand that the 
members of the Western Reserve Synod be adinitted 
to vote, in the election now in progress, and protesting 
against the rejection of their votes. 

“The paper was laid on the table. 

“ Faivay Morning, June 2d.—A protest against the 
resolutions of the bly abrogating the “ Plan of 
Union” of 1801, was introduced and accepted ; and it 
was felerred to Dr. Jankin, Dr. Green, and Mr. An- 
derson—to be answered. 

“ Saturday morning, June 3d—Mr. Jessup offered 
@ paper, purporting to be a from the commis- 
sioners, wembers of the Western Reserve Synod, 
against the resolution of this Assembly, declaring, that 
that Synod is not a part of the Presbyterian Church. 
The protest was received, read, and committed to 
Mesers. Plumer, Ewing, and Woodhull—to be an. 
swered. 

“Dr. Beman introdaced a protest, si by him. 
self and others, against the resolutions of this Assem- 
bly respecting the citation of such inferior judicatories 
as may be by common fame with irregulari- 
ties, and against the resolution of this Assembly de- 
claring the Synod of the Western Reserve not to be a 
part of the Presbyterian Chureh. The protest was 
read, accepted, and committed to Messrs. Breckin- 
ridge, Annan, and C. S. Todd—to be answered. 

“ Resolutions were offered by Mr. Breckinridge re- 
specting the’connexion of the Synods of Utica, Gene- 
va, and Genesee with the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States. A division of the question was called 
for by Mr. Jessup; and, after debate, it was moved b 
Mr. Jessup to the resolutions, with a view of 
introducing the following substitute, viz. 

“ Whereas, it has been alleged, that the Synods of 
Geneva, Genesee, and Utica, of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, have been 
guilty of important delinquency and grossly unconsti- 
tutional ings, and a resolution predicated on 
this allegation to exclude the said Synods from the 
said Presbytcrian Church, has been offered in this As- 
scmbly; and, whereas, no specified act of the said 
Synod has been made the ground of proceeding against 
that body, nor any specific members of that body have 
been designated as the delinquents; and, whereas, 
these charges are denied by the commissioners repre- 
senting those bodies on this floor, and an inquiry into 
the whole matter is demanded ; and, whereas, a majo- 
rity of the members of the Synods have had no previ- 
ous notice of these proceedings, nor of the existence of 
any charge against them, individually or collectively, 
nor any opportunity of defending themselves against 
the charges so brought against them : 

“ Therefore, Resolved, That the Synods of Utica, Ge- 
neva, and Genesee, be, and hereby are cited to appear 


6. 
was 


before the next General Asseinbly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, to show what 
they have done, or failed to do, in the case in question, 
and, if necessary, gencrally to answer any charges 
that may or can be alleged against them, to the end 
that the whole matter may be examined into, delibe- 
rated upon, and judged of, according to the Constitu- 
tion and Discipline of the Presbyterian Church in the. 
United States of America. 

“ Monday morning, June 5th.—The Assembly re. 
sumed the unfinished business of Saturday, viz. the 
motion to postpone the resolution offered by Mr. Breck- 
inridge, respecting the connexion of the Synods of 
Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, with the Presbyterian 
Charch, for the purpose of introducing a resolution to 
cite those Synods to the bar of the next Assembly. 

“ Monday afternoon.—The Assembly resumed the 
unfinished business of this morning, viz. the motion to 
postpone the resolutions respecting the Synods of Utica, 
Geneva, and Genesee; and, after debate, the previous 
question was demanded, and decided in the affirma- 
tive; and the motion to postpone being cut off by the 
previous question, the resolutions were divided, and 
the fi:st was adopted, by yeas and nays, as fullows, viz. 

“ Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, 

“1. That in consequence of the abrogation, by this 
Assembly, of the Plan uf Union of 1801, between it 
and the General Association of Connecticut, as utterly 
unconstitutional, and therefore null and void from the 
beginning, the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, 
which were formed and attached to this body under 
and in execution of said “ Plan of Union,” be, and are 
hereby declared to be out of the ecelesiastical con- 
nexion of the Presbytcrian Church of the United States 
of America, and that they are not in form or in fact an 
integral portion of said church.” 


Then follow yeas 115, nays 88. Non liquet, 1. 


“ The second, third, and fourth resolutions were then 
adopted, by yeas and nays, as follows, viz. 

“2. That the solicitude of this Assembly on the 
whole subject, and its urgency for the immediate deci- 
sion of it, are greatly increased by reason of the gross 
disorders which are ascertained to have prevailed in 


Y | Mr. Breckioridge, 


to deposite pers in the 
hands of the stated clerk of the Synod of Philadelphia, 
on or beforc the firxt déy of the sessions of that Synod, 
at its firet meeting affer the Assembly adjourus. - 

“3. The candidates and foreign missionaries of the 
Presbytery of Wilmington, are hereby attached to the 
Presbytery of New Castle; and those of the Third 
Presbytery of Philadelpha, to the First Presbytery ol 
Philadelphia. 

“4. The ministers, charches, and licentiates ia the 
two Presbyterics hereby dissolved, are directed to ap- 
ply without delay to the Presbyteries to which they 
most naturally belong for admission into them; and 
upon application 86 made, by any duly organized Pres- 
byterian church, it shall be received ; but as great, long 
continued, and increasing common fame charges er- 
rors and irregularitics in doctrine and order on both 
these Presbyteries, it is hereby ordered, that all Pres- 
byteries to which any of the ministers or licentiates 
now belonging to either of them shall apply for admis. 
sion, shall strictly examine them, touching their sound- 
ness in the faith, and other matters, as shall seem good 
to the Pre+byteries to which application for admission 
may be made. ‘ 

“5. If cither of the aforesaid Presbyteries, or any 
church, minister, licentiate, missionary, or candidate, 
shall fail or refuse to comply with the terms of these 
resolutions, according to their true intent, said Presby- 
tery, church, or person, as the case may be, is hereby 
declared to be thenceforward, de facto, out of the com- 
munion of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
~ oe or America, and no lofger an integral portion 

reof, 

“6. These resolutions shall be in force from and af- 
ter the final adjournment of the present sessions of the 
General Assembly. 

“ After debate, Mr. Lowrie moved to amend these 
resolutions, by striking out ail after the word iv. 
ed,” in the resolution, and also the whole of the 
5th and 6th sagem and after debate, it was moved 
to commit this whole subject to a special committee ; 
and, after further debate, _ 

“The Assembly adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


“ Wednesday afternoon, June 7th.—On motion of 


“The Assembly took up the unfinished business of 
yesterday, viz. the motion to amend the resolutions 
respecting the connexion of the Third Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, and the Presbytery of Wittthington, 
with the Presbyterian Church. And, - 

On motion of Mr. Breckinridge, the reso'utions 
were amended, by striking out every thing relating 
to the Presbytery of Wilmington. , 

“The motion offered yesterday by Mr. Lowrie, 
amend the resolutions by striking out all atler the 
word “received,” in the fourth resolution, and the 
whole of the fifth resolution, was then renewed and 


adopted. 

“ And, after debate. 

“it was moved to lay this whole subject on the 
table. ‘The motion was decided in the negative, by 

eas and nays, as fol'ows, viz. 

Then follow yeas 59, nays 71, Non liquet, 

“So the house refused to lay the resolutions on the 
table. 

“The previous question was then demanded, and 
having been decided in the affirmative, ' 

“The resolutivns as amended were agreed to, by 
yeas and nays, as follows, viz. 

“Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Charch in the United States of America, 

“1, That the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, be, 
and hereby is dissolved. 

“2. The territory embraced in this Presbytery is 
re-annexcd to those to which it respectively appertain- 
ed before its creation. Its Stated Clerk is directed to 
deposite all records and other papers in the hands o! 
the Stated Clerk of the Synod of Philadelphia, on or 
before the first day of the sessions of that Synod, at 
its first meeting after this Assemb!y adjourns. 

“The candidates and foreign missionaries of the 
Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, are hereby attached 
to the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

“The ministere, churches, and licentiates, in the 
Presbytery hereby dissolved, are directed to apply 
without delay to the Presbyteries to which they most 
naturally .belong, for admission into them. And 
upon application being so made by any duly organized 
Presbyterian Church, it shall be received. 

“5. These resolutions shall be in force from and 
after the final adjournment of the present sessions of 
the General Assembly. 

Here follow yeas 75, nays 60. 

(During and afier these proceedings, the min- 
utes of 1837, exhibit various protests against the 
measures of exscision as they are te , each fol- 
lowed by an answer, prepared by a committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose. 

These papers were offered as testimony, and 
part of them having been read, it was agreed that, 
to avoid unnecessary delay, the whole of the Mi- 
nutes of 1837 should be considered as in evidence, 
without further reading, and open to each party 
for purposes of argument. They are however too 
voluminous to be given here, and the remark be- 
fore made, in regarJ to the report of the Committee 
on the State of the Church may also be applied to 
these. ] 

Next was offered the “ Plan of Union.” (Ass. 
Dig. p. 297. Min. 1801, ES 

“Sec. 5.—A plan of union between Presbyterians and 
Congregationalisis in the new settlements, adopted in 

l. 


those Synods, (ae well as that of the Western Reserve, | ) a9 


against which a declarative resolution, similar to the 
first of these, has been passed during our present ses- 
sion,) it being miade clear to us, that even the Plan of 
Union itself was never consistently carried into effect 
by those professing to act under it. 

“3. That the General Assembly has no intention, by 
these resolutions, or by that passed in the case of the 
Synod of the Western Reserve, to affect in any way the 
ministerial standing of any members of either of said 
Synods; nor to disturb the pastoral relation in any 
church; nor to interfere with the duties or relations of 
private Christians in their respective congregations; 
but only to declare and determine according to the 
truth and necessity of the case, and by virtue of the 
full authority existing in it for that pur the rela- 
tion of all said Synods, and al! their constituent parts 
to this budy, and to the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. 

“4. That inasmuch as there are reported to be seve- 
ral churches and ministers, if not one or two Presby- 
teries, now in connexion with one or more of said 
Synods, which are strictly Presbyterian in doctrine 
and order, be it, therefore, further resolved, that all 
such churches and ministers as wish to unite with us, 
are hereby directed to apply for admission into those 
Presbyteries belonging to our connexion which are 
most convenient to their respective locations; and that 
any such Presbytery as aforesaid, being strictly Pres- 
byterian in doctrine and order, and now in connexion 
with either of said Synods, as may desire to unite with 


statement of their cases, to the next General Assem- 
bly, which will take proper order thereon.” 


Then follow yeas 113, nays 60. 


“Some disturbance having been made among the 
spectators, Mr. Breckinridge moved that the Assem- 
bly will hereafter sit with closed duors. ‘The motion 
was laid on the table. 

“ morning, June 6th.—The following reso- 
lutions were offered by Dr. Alexander, viz. 

“ Resolved, That the following be added to the Rules 
of the General Assembly :— 

“1. That no commissioner from a newly formed 
Presbytery shall be permitted to take his seat, nor 
shall sueh commissioner be reported by the Committee 
on Commissions, until the Presbytery shall have been 
duly reported by the Synod, and recognised as such by 
the Assembly ; and that the same rule apply when the 
name of any Presbytery has been changed. 

“2. When it shall appear to the satisfaction of the 
General Assembly, that any new Presbytery has been 
formed for the purpose of unduly increasing the repre- 
scntation, the General Assembly will, by a vote of the 
majority, refuse to receive the delegates of Presbyte- 
ries so formed, end may direct the Synod to which 
euch Presbytery belongs, to reunite it to the Presby- 
tory or Presbyteries to which the members were be- 
fore attached. | 

“After debate, it was moved to lay the resolutions 
on the table, The motion was decided, by yeas and 
as follows, viz. 

_ Then follow yeas 44, nays 115. 

“ So the motion to lay on the table was lost. After 
further debate the resolutions were carried. 

“Tu afternoon.—A protest, si the com. 
missioners the Synode of and 
Utica, against the resolutions of this Assembly deciar- 
ing those Synods to be out of the Presbyterian Church, 
was received, read, and referred to Dr. Witherspoon, 
Mr. Murray, and Dr. Simpson—to be answered. 


z. 
“ Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, 
“1. That the ary Ase he Wilmington and the 
iladelphia, be, and hereby are 


“ Mr. 


vi 


issol ved. 


“'The report of the committee appointed to consider 
and digest a plan of governinent for the churches in the 
new settlements, was taken up and considered; and 
after mature deliberation on the same, approved, as 
follows : 

“ Regulations adopted by the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian church in America, and by the Gen- 
eral Association of the State of Connecticut, (provided 
said Association agree to them,) with a view to prevent 
alienation and promote union and harmony, in those 
new settlements which are composed of mhabitants 
from these bodies. 

“ Ist. It is strictly enjoined on all their missionaries 
to the new settlements, to endeavour, by all proper 
means, to promote mutual forbearance and accommo- 
dation, between those inhabitants of the new settle- 
ments who hold the Presbyterian and those who hold 
the yy pean form of church government. 

“2d. If in the new settlements, any church of the 
Congregational order shall settle a minister of the Pres- 
byterian order, that church may, if they chouse, still 
conduct their discipline according to Congregational 
principles, settling their difficulties among themselves, 
or by a council mutually agreed upon for that purpose: 
Bat if any difficulty shall exist between the minister 
and the church or any member of it, it shall ‘be refer- 
red to the Presbytery to which the minister shall be- 
long, provided both parties agree to it; if not, to a 
council consisting of an equal number of Presbytcrians 
and Congregationalists, agreed upon by both parties. 

“3d. Ifa Presbyterian church shall settle a minister 
of congregational principles, that church may still con- 
duct their discipline according to Presbyterian princi- 
ples; excepting that if a difficulty arise between him 
and his church, or any member of it, the cause shall be 
tried by the Association, to which the said minister 
shall belong, provided both parties agree to it; othér- 
wise by a council, one half Congregationalists and the 
other half Presbyterians, mutually agreed on by the 


parti 

* Ths any congregation consists partly of those who 
hold the congregational form of disciplinas and partly 
of those who hold the Presbyterian form; we recom- 
mend to both partics, that this be no obstruction to 
their uniting in one church and settling a minister: 
and that in this case, the church chgose a standing 
committee from communicants of said church, 
whose business it shall be, to call to account every 
member of the church, who shall conduct himself in- 
consistently with the laws of christianity, and to give 
judgment on such conduct: and if the person condemn- 
ed by their judgment, be a Presbyterian, he shall have 
liberty to appeal to the Presbytery; if a Congregation. 
alist, he shall have liberty to appeal to the body of the 
male cummunicants of the church: in the former case 
the determination of the Presbytery shall be final, un- 
less the church consent to a further appeal to the Sy- 
nod, or to the General Assembly ; and in the latter case, 
if the party condemned shall wish for a trial by a mu. 
tual council, the cause shall be referred to such council. 
And Dye y the said standing committee of any 
church, shall depute one of themselves to attend the 
Presbytery, he may have the same right to sit and act 
in the Presbytery, asa ruling elder of the Presbyterian 


of the 


Charch. 


PO we motion Resolved, That an attested 
e 
the hands of the tes of this Assembly to the 
General Association, to be by them laid before that 
body for their consideration; and that if it should be 
approved by them, it go into immediate operation — 

“ Sec. 7-—aAn or printing n in 1806. 

number of Copies of this plan to be printed, and de- 
livered to the Missionaries who may be sent bj the As- 
sembly among the people concerned.—Vol. II. p. 192.” 

Mr. Rendall next offered in evidence, “ The 


“Poea fillowe the yeas, 182, and the naye, 105, 


The terrify ts these Pr is 
annexed to which it respectively a 


Pian of Union and Co with the Con- 


plan be made by the Stated Clerk, and pat into} of Com 


p. 300.) 

A Proposal from the General Association of New 
Hanpshire, for a pian of union between it and the 
4) Assembly, accepted in 1810. (Ass. Dig. 
p. 

A Proposal of the same kind from the General 
Association of Massachusetts, accepted in 1811. 
(Ass. Dig. p. 305.) | 

“The Plav of Correspondence with the Presby- 
tery of Albany, and the Northern Associate Pres- 
bytery, pro ved by the Assembly in 1802.” (Ass. 


p. wy. 

And the Pjans of Correspondence between the 
Refurmed IAtch Church and the Associate Re- 
furmed Churth, and the General Assembly, 


sed in 1798, and 1819. (Ass. Dig. p. 311-12.) 

[These various plans we do not here insert, but 
must content ourselves with saying that the lead- 
ing feature of those entered into with the Congre- 
gational Associations of Vermont, New Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts, is the mutual appointment of 
delegates, to sit in the respective bodies, with a 
er to take a part in the proceedings thereof. The 
other plans pro the communion of particular 
churches; the friendly interchange of ministerial 
services; and a between Church 
judicatories, by mutual delegation. } 

Mr. Randall. I shall now proceed to examine 
the Rev. Dr. William Patton, of New York. This 
is going out of the regular order of testimony ; but 
Dr. Patton is obliged to leave the city, and there- 
fore requests to be examined now. 

[Before proceeding to the evidence of Dr. Patton, 
it will be well to give the reader some idea of the 
localities to which that evidence will introduce 
him. The Seventh Presbyterian Church in the 
city of Philadelphia—the Tabernacle, as it is 
usually called—is situated in the interior of a 
closely built square, and is approached by an alley 
named Ranstead Court, which, running west from 
Fourth street, terminates at a gate in the south- 
east corner of the church yard. ‘The house stands | 
north and south; and at these two ends is directly 
abutted by adjoining structures, so that there is no 
communication between a narrow strip of pave- 
ment, which skirts the eastern side of the build- 
ing, forming a right angle with Ranstead Court, 
and a larger piece of ground on the western side, 
which is used as a i but through the 
building itself; at each end of which is a small 
vestibule, separated by partition from the body of 
the house, being little more than a passage from 
this grave-yard to the eastern pavement. From 
the northern vestibule three large doors open into 
the church, upon as many aisles running north and 
south, and extending its whole length. There are 
two double blocks of pove between the middle and 
side aisles, and east and west of the latter, are ran- 
ges of single pews along the wall. From the 
southern vestibule, or session-rooin, two small doors 
open into the church, one on each side of the pul- 
pit, between which and the front of the pews, is 
an open space, or area, in which, during the meet- 
ings of the Assembly, many of the members usually 
sit. There are also two doors into the church, one 
on the east, and the other on the west side, so 
situated that a straight line drawn between them 
would fall about fifteen feet in front of the pulpit, 
and the short pa from these doors open into 
the side aisles before mentioned. The galleries of 
the church, to which one staircase opening on the 
outside, near the east door of the northern vestibule, 
and another from the vestibule itself ascend, and 
which may also be entered at the other end of the 
church, by the pu!pit stairs, extend round the 
whole building; but the portions of them adjoin- 
ing the pulpit, eer separated from the rest by 
partition, are usually unoccupied during the ses- 
sion of the Assembly. Inthe north end of the 
gallery is an organ. 

Dr. William Patton, sworn. 1 was a commis- 
sioner from the Third Presbytery of New York, to 
the General Assembly of 1838: I attended in the 
church in Ranstead Court, on the third Thursday 
of May, at the hour designated for the opening of 
the Assembly. Immediately after the introductory 
exerciges and sermon, by the previous Moderator, 
Dr. Elliott, he gave notice that after the prayer 
which he would offer, the General Assembly would 
be constituted. Immediately on the closing of that 

rayer, I rose and addressed the Moderator, callin 

im by his official title, and stated to him that 
wished to offer certain resolutions, a copy of which 
resolutions I hold in my hand. The copy in the 
printed minutes is a correct one. I rose asking 
permission to read them. The Moderator declared 
them out of order, as the first business was the for- 
mation of the roll. I stated to the Moderator that 
the resolutions had reference to that very business, 
that I was desirous to present them, and would do 
so without comment or remark. The Moderator 
declaring ine out of order, I then took an appeal 
from his decision. The Moderator declared that 
appeal to be out of order. I then took my seat. 

Mr. Randall. Please to read the resolutions 
contained in the paper which you hold in your 


I object to the reading of them. 
May it please your Honour, this paper was not 
read to the Assembly, and therefore, though the 
fact of its having been offered is a part of the res 
gestae, the contents of it are not. We did not 
know, at that time, what were the contents of the 
paper, and non constat, but that if we had known 
we should have acted differently. If at any subse- 
quent stage of the proceedings, it was read to us, 
then when we come to the witness’s testimony in 
regard to that fact, perhaps there will be no objec- 
tion to the contents being made known to the court 
and jury. 

Judge Rogers overruled the objection, and al- 
lowed the paper to be read, which was accordingly 
done by Dr. Patton, as follows: 

“ Whereas the General Assembly of 1837 adopted 
certain resolutions intended to deprive certain Presby- 
teries of the right to be represented in the General As- 
seinbly ;—and whereas, the more fully to accomplish 
their purpose, the said Assembly of 1837 did require 
and receive from their clerks a pledge or prumise, that 
they would, in making out the Roll of Commissioners 
to constitute the General Assembly of 1838, omit to in. 
sert therein the naincs of Commissioners from said 
Presbyteries;—and whereas the said Clerks, having 
been requested by Commiseioners from the said Pres. 
byteries to receive their Commissions and enter their 
names on the Roll of the General Assembly of 1838, 
now about to be organized, have refused to receive and 
enter the sarne ;— Therefore 

“1. Resolved, That such attempts on the part of the 
General Asseinbly of 1837 and their Clerks, to direct 
and control the organization of the General Assembly 
of 1838, are unconstitutional, and in derogation of its 
just rights as the general representative judicatory of 
the whole Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
Alerica. 

* 2. Resolved, That the General Assembly cannot 
be legally constituted except by admitting to seats and 
to equality of powers, in the first instance, all Commis 
sioners, who present the usual evidences of their ap 
pointment; and that it is the duty of the Clerks, and 
they are hereby directed, to form the Roll of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of 1838, by including therein the names 
of all Commissioners from Presbyteries belonging to 
the said Presbyterian Church, not omitting the Com- 
missioners from the several Presbyteries within the 
bounds of the Synods of Utica, Geneva, Genesee, and 
the Western Reserve; and in all things to form the 
said Roll according to the known practice and establish. 
ed usage of previous General Assemblies.” 


After the reading of the paper had commenced 
Mr. Hubbell objected that it was not an original. 

Dr. Patton testified that the original had been 
given to Dr. Erskine Mason, and the opposite 
counsel offering to call Dr. Mason to account for 
it, the objection was waved. 

Dr. Patton. ‘These are the resolutions which [ 
offered at the time. My appeal was seconded. 
The Moderator declared the appeal out of order, 
and directed the clerks to proceed with the report- 
ing of the roll. Thereupon Mr. Krebs, the Perma- 
nent Clerk, rose and proceeded, omitting the names 
missioners from the exscinded Synods. At 
the close of that report the Moderator announced that 
«if there were any commissioners whose names had 
not been reported, then was the time for them to 
bm their commissions. Immediately the Rev. 

. Mason, a commissioner also from the Third 
Presbytery of New York, rose, and first stating the. 
fact, that the names of the commissioners from with- 
in the bounds of the exscinded Synods had not 
been entered on the roll, then moved, that their 
‘hames should be added to it, at the same time 
holding forth as a tender the commissions, saying 


-here were, and stating that they had been re- 


jected by the clerka. The Moderator declared that 
motion to be out of order. Dr. Mason then said, 
that, with great respect for the chair, he must ap- 
i his decision. This appeal was seconded. 
Moderator refused to put the appeal, declaring 

it to be out of order. Dr. Mason then took his 
seat. There was an inquiry made by the Modera- 
tor, from what Presbytery these commissions came. 
Dr. Mason replied that they came from the Synods 
pamed in his resolution— Utica, Geneva, Genesee, 
and Western Reserve. Afler Dr. Mason had an- 
swered where they came from, the Moderator de- 
clared they were out of order. I do not remember 
that any rr more was said at that time. 

Immediately after Dr. Mason took his seat, the 
Rev. Miles P. Squier, from the Presbytery of Gene- 
va, rose, and said that he had nted his commis-| 
sion to the clerks, and they had refused to receive it, 
and that he now rose to claim his scat upon that 
floor, or words to that effect. The Moderator ask- 
ed him from what Presbytery he came. He said 
from the Presbytery of Geneva. The Moderator 
then asked him if that Presbytery was within the 
bounds of the Synod of Geneva. Mr. Squier an- 
swered that it was. The Moderator then said, 
“ We do not know you,” whereupon Mr. Squier 
took his seat. Immediately after that, the Rev. 
John P. Cleveland, a commissioner from the Pree- 
bytery of Detroit, rose, and, after a few introducto-| 
ry remarks, moved that the Rev. Dr. N. S.S. Beman, 
of the Presbytery of Troy, be Moderator. That mo- 
tion was seconded and put by Mr. Cleveland, and 
was carried by a Jarge majority, very few voting 
in the negative. Dr. Beman then called the at- 
tention of the house to business, and Dr. Mason 
and Mr. E. W. Gilbert, were nominated as Clerks, 
aod were elected. No other nomination for clerks 
was made. Dr. Beman stated that the next busi- 
ness would be the election of the Moderator, and 
the Rev. Samuel Fisher D. D. of the Presbytery 
of Newark was nominated, and no other person 
was put in fomination but Dr. Fisher. The vote 
was then taken and Dr. Fisher was declared to be 
duly elected. My own recollection is that the vote 
was unanimous; there were nonegatives. It was 
taken viva voce. Dr. Beman then addressed Dr. 
Fisher, stating to him that he was duly elected 
Moderator of the General Assembly, and that he 
should govern himself by the rules that should be 
adopted by the house. It is usual for the General 
Assembly to adopt rules for its own government. 
Dr. Fisher then took the place occupied by Dr. 
Beman, and called for business, when Dr. Rin 
and Mr. Gilbert were chosen clerks. No others 
were nominated. They were nominated together, 
and voted for together. A motion was then made 
to adjourn to meet in the Lecture Room of the 
First Presbyterian Church. It was put and car- 
ried unanimously ; that is, there were no votes in 
the negative. It was put viva voce, as all the mo- 
tions were put. Dr. Fisher then announced, that 
the Assembly had adjourned to mcet forthwith in 
the Lecture Room of the First Presbyterian 
Church, and that if any Commissioners had not 
handed in their commissions to the Clerks, they 
should do so immediately at that place. We went 
to the First Presbyterian Church, and attended t 
the business of the Assembly in a very affectionate 
and brotherly manner. Immediately on our assem- 
bling at the First Church, | renewed my offer of 
the resolutions before offered, and they were unani- 
mously adopted by the Assembly, as containing 
their views. A Committee of missions was 
then appointed, to whom informal commissions 
were referred, and several commissions were pre- 
sented and received, after the adjournment to the 
first church. 

Court adjourned. 


Thursday morning, March 7th. 


Dr. Patton, (in continuation.) The motions for 
the Moderator were made and pot in an audible 
voice, to be heard throughout the house. Dr. El- 
liott occupied a chair immediately in front of the 
pulpit,and Dr. Beman, when he officiated as tempo- 
rary Moverator, took his place in the middle aisle, 
about one third or one half of the way down the 
aisle, north of the pulpit. ‘There were some voices 
in the negative, on some of the motions. These 
negatives, as nearly as | could judge from the 
sound, came from the south-west portion of the 
church. That was the part of the house where 
the Old-school sat: they occupied that portion, and 
also a portion on the left and front of the pulpit— 
that is the south-east part of the house. During 
the time that [ occupied the floor, in endeavouring 
to get the reading of the resolutions | wished to 
offer, there were frequent criesof “ Order t Order!” 
proceeding from gentlemen in the general neigh- 
bourhood of the Moderator. When Dr. Mason 
was on the floor, similar cries of “Order !” were re- 
peated, from the same quarter of the house, and 
were-more continued than when I was on the floor. 
Shortly after Mr. Cleaveland rose, the calls to 
order were much more vociferous, and were ac- 
companied with frequent coughing, scraping of 
feet on the floor, and some very emphatic hisses, also 
proceeding from the same quarter of the house, 
with the obvious intention, as appeared to me, of 
preventing the progressof business. After the no- 
tice of adjournment was given by Dr. Fisher, there 
was considerable noise in the galleries of the 
church. This noise consisted of clapping. expres- 
sive of approbation, intermingled with some hisses, 
making the light and shadow of the picture. Tl.ese 
are the material points, in regard ty which my 
memory serves ine. Spectators only, I presume 
were in the gallery. here were no members 
there to my knowledge. It is not usual for mem- 
bers to sit in the galleries. A mixed company of 
ladies and gentlemen wasthere. I think ample 
opportunity was given to every commissioner to 
vote upon the motions put by the Moderator. Af- 
ter our adjournment from the church in Ranstead 
Court, the body in the First Presbyterian Church, 
was in session about two weeks. Every day the 
full roll of all who had reported commissions, at 
any stage of the organization, was called. The 
roll embraced all the commissioners, as well those 
whose seats had, as those whose seats had not 
been disputed. That body went into the elec- 
tion of new trustees. 

On suggestion of Mr. Hubbell, the election of 
such trustees being a recorded and minuted pro- 
ceeding, the examination on this subject was 


waved, 
(To be continued.) 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Recent arrivals at the port of New York, bring Lon- 
don and Paris papers to the 16th uf February. Below 
we give an abstract of their contents. | 
The political news from the continent of Europe 
docs not appear important. 

The latest information from Brussels says that it is 
the intention of the Belgian cabinet to accede to the 
conditions of the treaty laid down by the conference of 
London. The Chambers of Belgiuin were to assemble 
on the 19th of February. 

Canadian affairs form a very prominent feature in 
the debates in the British Parliament. Lord Durham’s 
report on the state of affairs in the British Provinces 
has been published and has excited much attention. 

Lord Durham, in the House of Lords, Feb. 12th, 
said that he had spent £10,000 by his mission tu Cana- 
da, out of his private purse, and did not mean to ask 
government for a cent. He wished the Canada ques- 
tion not to be mixed up with personalities. 

Lord Normanby, late Lieut. Governor of Ireland, 
has been appointed to succeed Lord Glenelg, as Colo- 
nial Secretary. The successor of the former has not 
been offieially announced. 

Commercial letters from Liverpool, report a contin- 
ued inactivity in thé Grain and Flour markets, par. 
ticularly in American flour, which was only saleable 
by retail, and with difficulty realised 39s and 40s per 
bbl. The stock of cotton in port on the 16th ult. was 
estimated at 255,000 bales, of which 190,000 bales 
were American, and the entire import from the first of 
the present year had been 102,000, including 67,000 
bales American. The market at the latest dates closed 
heavy and with a downward tendency. 


tion, but most of them are firm, as the demand for 
them is becoming much more extensive not only in 
he Ch of Deputies engage 

The elections for t amber 
the chief attention of the Paris press. 

A singular official notice has been issued by the 
trench Government on the subject of Mexican priva- 
teers fitted out to cruise against French commerce. 
Whole parcels of letters of Marque, it is asserted, have 
been sent from Mexico to England and the United 
States; and here it is said, there are depots of Mexi- 


In American sccarities there is scarcely any altera-| 
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This may be so, but at any rate people here know no- 
iti ment in India are ti 
the war for tho extension of their iinmense 
there, with 
We perccive ng very remarkable from Spain. 
From the general tenor of the accounts it would seem, 
howevnr, that Don Carlos was making t efforts to 
cominence a vigorous campaign in the Spring. 


MARRIED, 
On Tuesday, the 12th instant, by the Rev. Benjamin 
Carrell, Mr. James Giascow, to Miss Catuaniwne Core. 
LAND, both of Wayne Township, Mifflin county, Pa. 


; Fur the Presbyterian. 
OBITUARY. 


Died at his residence in Columbia, Pennsylvania, on 
the Sth of March, 1839, Joun MoKussicx, in the 
71st year of his age. 

The deceased was a native of Chester County, Pa. 
and about the year 1789, removed to Philadelphia, 
where, at the age of twenty-one, ho became a proles- 
sor of religiun in connexion with the First Presbyteri- 
an Church, then under the 1 care of the Rev. 
Dr. Ewing. Some time after, he connected himself 
with the 3d Church, in Pine street, at that time under 
the care uf that eminent servant of God, the 
Rev. Dr. John B. Smith, for whom he cherished a most 
ardent attachment, and under whove poworful ministra- 
tions he became much awakened, and was led to de- 
vote himself with renewed diligence and vigour to the 
service of the Lord. 

In May 1809, he was called in the providence of 
God, to become a resident in the borough of Columbia, 
on the Susquehanna, where, besides the active busincss 
of his secular calting, he found a wide field for pious 
and benevolent efforts. At that period there was no 
Presbyterian church in this place, oppurtanities for 
hearing a preached gospel were seldom enjoyed, and 
his pious soul, debarred from the privileges of the sanc- 
tuary, was deeply affected while it surveyed the spirit- 
ual destitutions of the pluce. Under these circum. 
stances he was induced to confer with a few kindred 
spirits, one of whoin still survives, with regard tu the 
expediency of adopting the neccssary measures for the 
organization of a church and the erection of a house 
suitable for the public worship of God. The sugges- 
tion met their hearty cuncurrence, a church was torth. 
with organized; and through the liberality and unre- 
mitting efforts of our deceased friend, and others, the 
were procured, a building was erected, 
and on Sabbath, the 19th of July, 1812, was opened 
and dedicated to the worship of God. 

On the 13th day of September of the same year, Mr. 
McKissicx, With two others, having b en duly elected, 
was ordained to the office of Ruling Elder, by Rev. Mr. 
Kerr, who at that time officiated as pastor of the church. 
In his acceptance of this sacred office, our deceased 
friend seems to have acted under an enlightened sense 
of its great solemnity and importance; and the unti- 
ring diligence, fidelity, and zeal with which, while 
health permitted, he discharged the various duties of 
his sacred trust, furnish pleasing testimony that 
through @ife he carried with him a feeling sense of 
his responsibility as one who had been appointed to 
watch for souls. Much of his time and efforts wero 
devoted to the interests of the Sabbath School, in which 
he felt a deep and lively concern, and to his indefati- 
gable industry in this department of Christian effort, 
under God, the church in this place owes no small 
share of its prosperity, and not a few are now ready to 
rise and call his memory blessed. The dwellings of 
snffering poor have often becn cheered by his unosten- 
tatious benevolence, and the chambers of the sick and 
dying have been accustomed to witness the overflow- 
ings of his Christian sympathies and the ardent breath. 
ings of his pious prayers. 

As a Christian, his course was consistent and exem- 
plary ; he loved the ordinances of God; the Sanctuary 
was the place of hie punctual resort; his attendance 
upon the weekly meetings of the church for prayer 
was constant, and when called upon, he was always 
ready to perform his part with meekness and humility. 

As a citizen, he has, at different times, been called 
to occupy various important offices of trust, the duties 
of which he discharged with commendable skill and 
universal acceptance. His amiable disposition, and 
kind and affectionate deportment have won for him the 
universal esteem of all who knew him. 

Asa husbéend and a father, he ever exhibited in his — 
domestic intercourse those amiable and endearing 
qualities which constitute so great a source of felicity 
to those who are bound to each other by these 
ties. He merited, and largely enjoyed through life 
the ardent love and affection of his much respected 
family; and now that he is removed from them his 
memory is durably embalmed in their hearts. In the 
year 1832 he experienced in a considerable degree the 
prostration of his physical powers, supposed to have 
been superinduced by a severe domestic affliction, with 
which about that time, in the providence of God, his 
family was visited. ‘The decline of health caused him 
to retire from active business, and he spent the remain. 
der of his days in the bosom of his affectionate family. 
During the last year of his life, he suffered much from 
extreme debility, but his mind seemed to enjoy an un- 
interrupted serenity, and as his earthly tabernacle 
gradually decayed, he Was cheered by the comfortable 
assurance that there was prepared for him “a building 
of God, an house not with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” 
Columbia, March 22d, 1939. 


Died, in the city of Charleston, on the first of March, 
Miss Mary L. Sadun the youngest daughter of 
the late Adam Gilchrist, aged 24 years and 3 months. 
The subject of this obituary notice was from 
childhood, of those amiable qualities which endeared 
her to a large circle uf friends and acquaintances, but 
which specially fitted her to become the stay of a 
widowed mother, who possersed in her an only child. 
Rarely has filial duty been better performed, and rare. 
ly have parental anxiety and prayers been more richly 
rewarded. 

Favoured with the means of early cultivation, her in- 
tellect soon ripened, but owing to the retiredness of 
her disposition, few but her intimates knew the extent 
of her acquisitions. 

It is not, however, in the fact 
possessed an engaging temper, nor that her powers 
mind were rapidly captabded, that afflicted friends 
would now seek a topic of consolation. Their only 
ground of comfort, under bereavement is that she was 
traly pious. From early childhood she had been the 
subject of strong and often repeated convictions. 
About a year since, after much solicitude respecting 
her fitness, she made a profession of religion, and uni- 
ted herself with the Presbyterian Church, in Philadel- 
phia, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Henry A. Board- 
man. Since then, the gracious evidences ot a change 
of heart unceasingly develop¢d themselves, and shéw- 
ed her to be one, rapidly maturing for heaven, though 
few could anticipate, a short time since, how soon, how 
very soon, she would be translated from the commu- 


pion of the Church below, to that abovet 
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® Unto him who loved us, and gave himself for us, and 
washed us from sins.in his own blood.” — 


"Flow: hath He loved us ?—Ask the star, 


Hang trembling o’er that manger scene 
- Where He, the Eternal, bowed his head ; 


With viour fraught, 
Ant whose rippling wave 
Frequent his weary feet did lave. 
How hath He loved us ?—Ask the band 
_ That fled his woes. with breathless haste; 
Ask the weak friend's denial tone, 
fSearcely his bitterest tears effaced ; 
Phen ask the traitor’s kise—and sec 


ow has He loved us ?—Ask the cross, 
_ of the shrouded dead, who burst 
pir prisons at his fearful cry— 
0: mo More! but bow thy 
And yield thy heart to him who died. 


4 FAITH. 

Faith is the Christian's prop, 
‘Whereon his sorrows lean ; 

Ht is the substarice of his hope, 
proof of things unseen. 

[tis theanchor ofhis soul — 
When tempests rage and billows roll ! 
Faith is the polat star = 

‘Phat guides the Christian's bark ; 
Directs his wanderings from afar 
-- To reach the ark. 
Tt points the course where’er he roam, 
And safely leads the pilgrim home. ~ 


' Faith is the rainbow's form 
«Hung-on the brow of heaven ; 
"Phe glory-of the passing storm, 
The of given, 
It is the bright triamphal arch, 
‘Fhrough which the saints to glory march ! 
Faith is the mountain rock, 
‘. Whosesummit towers high; 
An inmate of the sky. 
Fix’d on a prize of greater worth, _ 
It views with scorn the things of earth. 


The faith that works by love, 
And purifies the heart, 
A foretaste of the joys above, 
To. mortals. can impart. 
Tiie Christian's faith is simply this, 
A passport to immortal bliss. — 
_..... From the New York Observer. 
MR. BUCKINGHAM'S LECTURES. 
_., FOURTH LECTURE ON PALESTINE. 
We are to-night to travel over the last stage “4 
our journey through the Holy Land. I propose now 
to take you across the Jordan, and introduce you 
into a région less travelled and comparatively new. 
ck The Land of Edom. 
_- We will commence with the South—with the 
ancient Land of Edom, or Idamea; a land often 
mentioned ih whose awful des- 
tiny, as predicted by the prophets, surpassed in 
severity even that of Tyre and Sidon. % 
_. Edom, lay on the east side of the Red. Sea, and 
constituted a part of Arabia. It was the first coun- 
try into which the Israelites entered after leaving| 
Egypt; and embraces Mount Sinai, and part of 
that great desert through which the tribes were, 
fot their unbelief and rebellion, condemned to 
wander for ‘forty years. It was the portion of 
Esau’; and Isaac, in his prophetical blessing, which 
as a patriarch, he delivered before his death, de- 
| eerie it ag a rich and fruitful country. “God 
give thee of the dew of heaven, and thé fatness of 
the earth, and plenty of corn and wine.” {t was a 
populous Fagion, before the days of Abraham, and 
probably the country of Job—*the Land of 
Such is now the opinion of the best com- 
mentators and scriptural entiquarians; and they 
belié¢ve the book which bears his name in the Bible 
to be of an earlier date than the Pentateuch. The 
book is unquestionably of very high antiquity ; and 
one chief argument in favour of the opinion that it 
was written anterior to the books of Moses is, that, 
throughout, there is not thé least reference to him, 
or to the exodus from Egypt; a thing nearly im- 
asible, had gn event so memorable in all the sub- 
sequent ages of Jewish history, and the conse- 
which are so interwoven in the civil 


Uz.” 


There are also evidences of the cultivation of bota- 
ny, and-ad acquairitance with mineralogy and zoo- 
Jogy, which could scarcely exist, save after a lo 
duration of social life and mental cultivation. All 
which go to show that the country was advanced, 
at an early age, in a state of considerable refine- 
ment. 


The ‘capital city was called at first Edom, but 


afterward obtained from its local situation the name| 


of Petra, which signifies a rock. . The singularity 
of its position str with wonder all beholders. 
‘It is situated fn @ territory 80 rough and rocky as 
to be almost impassable. I do not know another 
spot like it, any where. The continuous masses of 
rock. are perfectly denuded of soil and vyerdure, 
and resemble ‘large mountain waves, mound com- 
ing. on. after mound, rolling in enormous masses 
toward the shore—then suddenly checked and 
roughened by an adverse wind—and then, when 
all is in wild confusion, touched by the wand of an 
enchanter, and in an instant all is turned into stone, 
‘There: they stand, in confused pinnacles and hol- 
lows, of shapes like nothing else upon earth. The 
city ia in a position chosen with an especial view to 
its strength. It is built in one of the deep ravines 
by which this rocky mass is traversed, and whose 
- course can be'followed only by the aid of guides. 
With. their assistance you may trace the ap- 
proaches of the capital; but to reach it you must 
pass through a chasm two miles in length, and yét 
so narrow that three persons cannot walk in it 
abreast, while the sides on either hand are from six 
to nine bundred feet in perpendicular height. It is 
impossible to describe the sensations of awe, and 


even terror, with which the place strikes the heart| th 


of a stranger who beholds it for the first time. 
-¥etthie pass forais the sole entrance by which the 
city can be approached, The sky overhead appears 
so distant, as if you caught a glimpse of it through 
some narrow aperture or window, hewn off of 
huge masses of rock by which you are every where 
surrounded. - ‘The sun is here never seen at all; 
nor could it be, unless when vertical, which can- 
‘not be the case here, since the country does not lie 
_ within the tropics. The only glimpse of his rays 
which can be caught by the dwellers below, is 
when they touch, at his rising or setting, on ‘the 
highest point of the rocke which, form the brink of 
the ebasm ; and they do not strike more than a foot 
helow the 6xterior ‘surface above. These loity 
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row defile, you find that it’ opéns into a circular 
valley, surrounded with walls of solid rock, from 
six to nine hundred feét in height. Here is the 
city of Edom. But it is not, as might be expected, 
built in the centre of this open space, but on the 
contrary, is situated round its sides, in excavations 
hewn out of the living rock. Instead of being, 
like other cities, built up by laying one stone upon 
another, every private dwelling, temple, palace, 
tomb, or other building of 
hewo and excavated from the side of the rocky 
hill, and constitutes a part of it. There are séve- 
ral hundteds of such dwellings still t6 be seen, 
some of them finished, others in a state of pro- 
From an inspection of these, it is manifest 
t those who constructed them, commenced at 
the top and worked downward. When the face of 
the cliff liad been reduced to a smooth and even 
surface, then they drew upon it the facade, or front 
elevation of the proposed building marking out the 
places for the windows and doors, columns and 
cornices, and whatever other particulars were to 
be introduced into the architecture ; and then the 
residue of the work was completed by the hammer 
and chisel. Some of these outlines still remain. 
When they had cut out the proper apertures for 
the upper windows, they penetrated directly back 
into the rock, and proceeded to hew out the cham- 
bers and other interior apartments, leaving the 
thickness of the walls; so that the walls, floors, 
and partitions of the whole bouse remain, as nature 
made them, of one continued, unbroken mass of 
rock. Save at the celebrated caves of Elephanta 
and Ellora in India, and some of the temples at the 
Cataracts of the Nile, there is nothing in existence 
like this strange and wonderful city. The unique 
structure of the buildings, the height, the grandeur, 
the silence, the solitude, the air of desolation, the 
impress of antiquity, all conspire to impress the 
mind of the beholder with sensations of sublimity 
and sadness, awe and wonder, such as never can be 
erased from the memory. 

Surely, one would have thought, if any city on 
the face of the earth might count with confidence 
on an everlasting duration, it was Edom. So im- 
pregnable in its position; the capital of a country 
so fertile and populous; situated within reach of 
the Red Sea on one hand and the Mediterranean 


| on the other, with the land of Palestine in immedi- 


ate proximity, it promised a long reign of wealth, 
prosperity, and power. They had but to block up 
the narrow pass by which alone the city was ap- 
proachable, and, if supplied with provisions, it 
rs defy the united attack of the most numerous 
and best appointed armies. For there were Springs 


_of water within the city, so that it never could 


straitened in that respect. Fill but its magazines, 
and it might defy the globe; and from the fertility 
of the surrounding country, these were easily pro- 
visioned for any period of time. 

The inhabitants of a capital thus situated fell 
into the delusion so common to human nuture, the 
habit of regarding this world as the only world for 
which man was formed; and having all wants su 
plied and all dangers far removed, sank into self- 
indulgence, sloth, luxury, and crime. Besides 
these general sins, the Edomites were guilty of 
one special provocation, which, in a more signal 
manner, called down upon them the wrath of hea- 
ven. Though related to the nation of Israel by 


kindred ties and a common origin—for Esau was | Pe 


Jacob’s brother—when that people, under a divine- 
ly appointed leader, had broken the bonds of Egyp- 
tian tyranny, and left the house of their bondage to 
seek a better land long before promised to Abra- 
ham, the Edomites, instead of rejuicing at their es- 
cape, receiving their armies with joyful welcome, 
and furthering their progress by all necessary sup- 
plies and facilities, positively refused them so much 
as a passage through their territory. When Moses 
had arrived oc their frontier, he sent messengers 
from Kadesl: to the King of Edom, with this mes- 
sage: “ Thus saith thy brother Israel: thou know- 
est all the travel that hath befallen us; how our 
fathers went down into Egypt, and we have dwelt 
in Egypt a long time; and the Egyptians vexed 
us, and our fathers. And when we cried unto the 
Lord, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and 
hath brought us forth out of Egypt. And behold, 
we are in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy 
border. Let us pass, [ pray thee, through thy 
country. We will not pass through the fields, or 
through the vineyards; neither will we drink of 
the water of the wells. We will g> by the king’s 
high way. We will not turn to the right hand nor 
to the left, until we have passed thy borders. We 
will go by the high way; and if | and my cattle 
drink of thy water, then I will pay thee for it. I 
will only, without doing any thing else, go through 
on my feet.” But this appeal to fraternal feeling, 
this modest and moderate request, was treated 
— — and answered by threats; and by open 
lility. 

For this the voice of .prophecy marked their 
doom. God, speaking by the lips of Isaiah, thus 
apostrophises the proud city :—“ Thy terribleness 
hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O 
thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that 
holdest the height of the hill. Though thou shouldst 
make thy nest ag high as the eagle, I will bring 
thee down from thence, saith the Lord. Also Edom 
shall be a desolation. Every one that goeth by it, 
shall be astonished. No man shall abide there, 
neither shall a son of man dwell in it.” This 
doom, improbabie as it then seemed, and far as it 
was from the self-confident hearts of those inhabi- 
tants ofan ne and scarce approachable for- 
tress, has been fulfilled to the letter. Edom is as 
desolate as desolation itself can make it. Her ar- 
mies, her proud kings, her Juxurious people, her 
wealth, her power—all are gone. No voice of man 
is heard. Briars and thorns grow in the temples; 
owls and serpents inhabit the palaces. The once 
fertile land is a region of total sterility, a desert, a 
waste forsaken wilderness. Neither Nineveh nor 
Babylon are more perfectly abandoned. And though 
the sight of her ruins saddens the heart, it teaches 
it, at the same time, a salutary lesson against pre- 
sumption and security, and furnishes a proof of the 
truth of the Scripture, which centuries have been 
unable to erase, and which seems likely to endure 
till time itself has ceased to destroy. 

But I turn from Petra to attend to three other 
interesting subjects which remain before us, viz. 
Damascus, Baalbec, and Palmyra, the city of Zeno- 
bia. And first of © 


Damascus. 


A city which unites in a remarkable degree the 
interest of modern and ancient history. It is as 
old as any city now in existence. e read of 
“ Eleazer of Damascus” in the days of Abraham: 
and we are enabled to trace its.condition from that 
remote age to the present time. It is always men- 
tioned as being a largeand important place. It was 
long the seat of government of the Syrian kings. 
Isaiah says, “ the head of Syria is Damascus ;” and 
Ezekiel, prophesying the downfall of Tyre, says to 


‘her, “ Damascus was thy merchant in the multi- 


tude of the wares of thy making, for the multitude 
of all riches.” It was in the neighbourhood of 
this city that the miraculous conversion of St. Paul 
took place; and none can be ignorant of the figure 
it makes in the Saracen history. Its situation is 
one of the most charming that the imagination can 
conceive. OftenasI have attempted to convey 
an impression of the scene, I have never been able 
to do it. Such, indeed, is the insufficiency of lan- 
guage to paint to the eye, that no words can give 
an adequate and correct idea of scenery wholly un- 
like any thing we have ever seen. Instead, there- 
fore, of trying to present a picture of the city, [ will 
place the elements of such a picture before you, 
and Jeave it to your own imagination to combine 


em. 
As the first of these, conceive a circular plain, 
of twenty miles in diameter, hemmed in on every 
side by hills varying greatly in their height and 
general aspect, some lofty, others low ; some rocky 
and precipitous, others of a smooth and flowing 
outline, but each beautiful in ite own way. The 
in, though generally level, is not perfectly so, 
ut having enough of undulation in its surface to 
relieve it from the defect of monotonous uniformity, 
and to allow of the play of light and stinde; while 
the whole is covered with a carpet of the greenest 


and most oe og It is not sub-divided, as 
in England it would be, by 


ences; but presents an open, unbroken spt 
of champaign country, beautifully shaded by Esa 


whatever character, is | 


resembling that of Bagdat. 


pleasure, and love to create themselves a little 
paradise in the open air, beautified by shrubbery 
and flowers, and enlivened by the music of cheer- 
ful birds. Hence their lively delight,“when, after 
travelling over sandy plains and parcbing deserts, 
they arrive at some green oasis and the shade of 
palms. The Koran laying much stress upon deeds 
of almsgiving, it is customarg with the wealthy, at 
death, to béqueath large sums to be expended in 
providing for travellers the welcome retreshments 
of shade and water. In fact, a very large sum is 
in Turkey set apart for this use. A of 
is laid out in the planting of trees near their cities, 
in which they display great taste and skill; jadi- 
ciously intermingling those of a lighter with those 
of a darker shade of green, the tall and graceful 
with the heavy and umbrageous, thus producing all 
the charms of contrast. Amidst these, on the plain 
of Damascus, are marble fountains with benches 
around, for the accommodation of those who visit 
them; and as the climate is favourable, it is cus- 
tomary for parties from the city to go out for that 
purpose, This mode of beautifying the plain on 
which the city stands, gives it the appearance of 
one wide and highly cultivated park; nor is there 
any I ever saw in England, which will bear a 
comparison with it. : 
Damascus is a t rendezvous for the assem- 
‘bling of catavans to Mecca. The Mahommedan 
religion enjoins on every believer, at leact once in 
his fite to make a pilgrimage to that burial place 
of the prophet ; and most of the males holding that 
faith obey the mandate, These caravans are some- 
times very numerous; containing as many as fifty 
thousand head of camels, and not Jess than a hun- 
dred thousand human beings. This army of pil- 
grims carry with them their own prov.sions, and a 
proportionate supply of water; and travelling at 
an easy rate, stop wherever they find it convent- 
ent. They usually assemble in the spring; and 
then you may see the whole of the extensive and 
beautiful plain of Damascus spangled over with 
Gamels, dromedaries, horses, goats, and sheep, 1n 
one wide and diversified assemblage, semper 
one of the most magnificent spectacles over whic 
the eye can wander. The camels and dromedaries 
are objects appropriately Asiatic. The horses, too, 
are not like those of Europe, but vastly superior 
in symmetry and fire, while at the same time the 
are models of dogcility. These derive their excel- 
lence from the Arabian stock, to which they all 
trace their origin. What Arabian horses are | 
need not say, since the world is full of their praise. 
But here [ may mention that what I said respect- 
ing the dwelling of the patriarch Job having been 
in [dumea, receives colleteral confirmation from the 
splendid picture, in that book, of the war h srse ; 
a which exhibits the sublime in poetry, 
and has commanded the admiration of all readers 
from that day to this. “ Hast thou given the horse 
his strength! Hast thou clothed his neck with 
thunder? Canst thou make him afraid, as a grass- 
hopper? The glory of his nostrils is terrible. He 
weth in the valley and rejoiceth in his strength. 
e goeth to meet the armed men. He mocketh 
at fear, and is not affrighted, neither turneth he 
back from the sword. The quiver rattleth against 
him, the glittering spear and the shield. He swal- 
loweth the ground with fierceness and rage; nel- 
ther believeth he that it is the sound of the trum- 
t. He saith among the trumpets, Ha ha! and 
he smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the 
captains, and the shouting.” Nothing can be more 
just than this magnificent and graphic picture of 
an Arabian war horse: and yet that same animal, 
where not excited by the sounds and sights of bat- 
tle, is so mild and gentle that an Arab child can 
play about his neck with safety. 
‘The city is seated in the centre of the plain. 
The hills are distant from it about ten miles in 
every direction. You see them through the soft 
haze of an Eastern sunrising, with all their varied 
outline distinct against the horizon; and thus 
viewed they present a panorama of unrivalled 
beauty. The style of building is purely oriental, 
All the architecture 
is Saracenic. Here are mosques, bazaars, and 
baths, exactly similar to those I have described to 
you in Grand Cairo; but they have a lighter and 
nore picturesque effect, wey interspersed with 
gardens and trees, fruits and flowers. The domes 
of the mosques are rich and splendid, some of them 
being ornamented with gorgeous gildipg over blue 
enamel. The minarets are white, inlaid with 
black marble. These sparkle to the sun witha 
surprising brilliancy ; and particularly at sunrise, 
or in the evening, the whole assemblage of objects 
presents, Saltogether, a spectacle, of which it is no 
exaggeration to say that it resembles the fictions 
of a fairy tale. 
The waters of Damascus are the most beautiful 
known. They consist of two rivers, the “ Pharpar 
and Abana” of the Scriptures, so well remembered 
by most of you, as referred toin the history of Naa- 
man, the Syrian leper. You recollect the indig- 
nation of that haughty nobleman, on beng‘directeJ 
by the prophet to go and wash seven times in Jor- 
dan; and with what contempt he exclaimed, “ Are 
not Abana and Pharpar, waters of Damascus, bet- 
ter than all the waters of Israel?” And had his 
cure depended on the beauty or purity of the stream, 
his reasoning would have been just ; for his asser- 
tion was certainly true. The Jordan, which is the 
chief of the waters of Israel, is not a clear and 
beautiful river; on tbe contrary, its waters are 
discoloured and turbid; while those of the rivers 
of Damascus are so extremely clear and transpa- 
rent, that if it were possible to make pure purer, 
it might be expected from the waters of these bril- 
liant streams. Milton mentions them in his im- 
mortal poem; and the poet, as distinguished for 
his learning and profound research as for the dig- 
nity and majesty of his poetic inspiration, has 
given an instance of it in the peculiar epithet he 
employs in apostrophising these celebrated rivers. 


“ Ye, Pharpar and Abana, lucid streams.” 


Of all the waters I have ever seen, there is none 
to which that epithet belongs in any degree com- 
parable to them. They are, indeed. emphatically 
and pre-eminently, “ Luctp streams.” Rising near 
the city, in the northern border of the plain, they 
meander and serpentize through it with a gentle 
murmur, their course seeming to be turned about 
by every undulation of its surface ; thus, receding 
and again approaching each other, their waters 
often mingle, and then widely separate, in such a 
way that, did we live in the days of the Grecian 
mythology, when rivers were supposed to have 
Genii who inhabited and guarded them, one might 
say that they were coquetting with each other. 
They enter the city on its northern side; and it 
is said that more than a thousand rills are drawn 
off artificially from their-channels, for the supply of 
fountains and the irrigation of gardens, as well as 
the abundant use of domestic dwellings. For in 
Damascus almost al] the houses have baths attach- 
ed to them, and there are fountains in all the pub- 
lic streets and squares. A little south of the city 
the rivers unite, after which they move more 
slowly ; so that one might fancy, while watching 
their lingering course, that the streams were 
loath to leave the beauteous plain, as if well know- 
ing that in all the world beside they shall never 
meet with such another. ; 
To illustrate the impression made by the view 
of this most lovely scene upon the mind of a stran- 
ger, | will relate this anecdote, which is preserved 
upon the spot. An Arabian prince, whose home 
lay far in the south of that peninsula, beyond Ye- 
men, was travelling through Palestine, and wae 
on his way to visit Damascus, with his train. He 
came to the range of hills which I have described 
as surrounding the city; and as he climbed the 
loftiest of the steeps, Damascus and its plain sud- 
denly burst upon his sight. He saw it, too, to 
great advantage ; for the sun was just rising, and 
all the beauteous land was glittering in his 
beams. The prince lifted up his hands to heaven, 
and having gusee for a moment upon the view, ex- 
claimed,—* No; I will proceed no farther. It is 
written that there jis but one paradise for man ; 
and I wil] not risk the loss of the paradise tocome, 
by yielding myself up to the blandishments of this 
whichis below.” So saying he turned back, and 
refused to enter the city, or even descend into the 
plain, lest reason imperceptibly be charmed 
to sleep, and he, being betrayed into sloth and 


Juxury, should_so lose the hope of heaven. A 
small mausoleum has heen erected to the memory 


portion of it |- - 


of this wise and yirtiious prince ; and on a marble 


| erage ahd’ pinhacled ate the resort of eagles, which | most tastefully clustered at intervals by the hand 
oa are theit only inhabitants. 7” : of art, with an express view to the e of the |slab has been engraved this narrative; and none 
-” “"Wheéh you arrive at the termination of this nar- . The Torks are great lovers of rural 


who read it can refuse their assent, at least to the 
truth of his impression of the scene. ' 

Having thus presented to you, as I promised, the 
elements of that beauty which | pretend not to de- 
scribe, I leave you to form your own conceptions 
of this far-famed city and its environs; and as 
there is a general similarity in a)l Eastern cities, 
I shall not detain you by attempting any account 
of others in Palestine. 


DEATH OF A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER. 


After they had sung, the soldier who 
was now leading their devotions said, “ Comrades, 
please to sit down, and I will furnish you with 
some particulars that may be profitable to us all, 
respecting the two last lines we have just been 
singing. Some of you have heard me say, that 
during the last war, I belonged to a foot regiment, 
in which there were a few Christian soldiers, who 
loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, and were 
not ashamed to confess him before men. William, 
= beloved friend, was one of that number.” (The 
suldier wept.) ‘ Excuse me, comrades, you know 
it is no disgrace to a British soldier to shed @ tear 
over the memory of a loyal, converted, and faithful 
comrade. Oh! his memory is dear to me, for he 
was a friend indecd, and such a friend as | hope to 
meet in the world of glory. Our regiment was in 
barracks at Portsmouth and other noted places, and 
we met as regularly as we could for prayer and 
praise; and as William generally conducted the 
meetings, he would often close the service with 
holy joy and rapture, singing 

Then we'll march up the heavenly street, 

And ground our arms at Jesus’ /cet. 


When Lord Wellington took the command of 
the British army in the Peninsula, our regiment 
was ordered to embark in transports for Lisbon in 
Portugal. We had many blessed meetings on board, 
amidst all the scoffs and sneers of swearing sailors, 
who wondered to behold privates in a depraved 
regitnent, come out from among their poor thought- 
less rades, and worship God as we did, [ trust, 
in the beauty of holiness. After a few storms in 
running over the Atlantic, we disembarked at Lis- 
bon, aud were ordered to Belem Tower. Here we 
had many opportunities in that superstitious, dark 
country, of proving that Jesus Christ is in every 
place, and is specially present with any two or 
three soldiers, as well as other sinners, who are 
gathered in his name, to strengthen each other's 
faith and hope, and joy in believing. Other regi- 
ments arrived also, and as we had a prospect of 
marching up the country, if we could force the 
enemy out of Portugal, we were the more earnest 
in our prayers that God would have mercy upon 
all the officers and soldiers in the British army, 
and graciously prepare every magn for the events of 
his providence, through which we might be called 
to pass in ‘the tented field,’ or the murderous 
‘trenches’ of a besieged city, or on the ‘ ramparts’ 
of a conquered town. We have often stolen away 
to a retired spot, near Belem Tower, and William 
would cheer us all up, by saying, ‘ Fear not, com- 
rades, whether we live or die, in camps or hos- 
pitals, or in the field of blood itself, we'll sing with 
joy,’ and here he repeated his favourite lines. 

But not to detain you too long, I should say that 

we marched through Poriugal and Spain over the. 
very bodies of our comrades, driving the enemy 
befure us, and notwithstanding all the drunken- 
ness, blasphemy, and licentiousness, so common 
in the army, God was pleased to succeed us in al- 
most every battle. Many a day, after a long and 
harassing and fatiguing merch, when we halted 
in the evenings, and fainting with hunger, as the 
commissariat came up, and bread and meat were 
served out as our rations, we hastily prepared for 
refreshment with the camp-kettle, and then at ten 
o'clock, withdrew to the banks of some river in 
Spain, and by the light of the moon held our pray- 
er meetings, and praised God we were yet alive, 
and kept together in the ranks of faith by his Al- 
mighty power and grace. William would often 
address us at the close of the meeting, saying, 
‘Ah! comrades, we shall soon have done with 
marching and countermarching, with fatigue-par- 
ties, and trenches, with fields and camps, and blood 
and slaughter, and then, oh! then, to depart and be 
with Christ. Oh! what glory! washed in his 
precious blood, justified by his glorious righteous- 
ness, and accepted in the Beloved. Oh! comrades, 
look up, for your redemption draweth nigh.’ 
“ At length we were hurricd, pell-mell, into the 
battle of Barossa. It was a day of blood, indeed, 
that will long be remembered by every survivor. 
At the close of the sanguinary conflict, our com- 
pany had advanced at some short distance from the 
field of battle; and when the word was given to 
halt, a soldier ran up to inform me that my cousin 
was badly wounded, and bleeding on the field. 1 
asked permission of our captain to fall back, and 
get my cousin into some hospital wagon to save 
his life; and as I was threading my way between 
dead horses and dead and dying soldiers, a dragoon 
galloped past ine, who knew our praying company, 
and he called out aloud to me on the field of bat- 
tle, as he sprang over the dead corpses, ‘ Briery, 
there’s your comrade William dying by the side of 
that dead horse,’ pointing with the sword to the 
spot! I instantly hastened thither, and found him 
lying upon his back, with his right hand upon his 
left breast, and the paleness of death overspread 
all his anguished features. 

“I eagerly grasped his left hand, and called out, 
‘William, Willian, comrade, William.’ He open- 
ed his dying eyes, and looked upon me, and ex- 
claimed faintly at first, ‘ Ah! comrade, is that you; 
how could you have fuund me out in this slaughter- 
house of groans and blood ; you have only just come 
in time.’ I grasped his hand with affection, as a 
pious friend and brother in the Lord; and as the 
tears rolled copiously down my cheeks, (for even 
war, you know, with all its horrors cannot destroy 
a soldier’s best feelings of humanity and tenderness 
to a beloved Christian friend in the agonies of 
‘death, I said, ‘Where are you wounded, Wil- 
liam? He rolled his eyes in anguish, and replied, 
* Oh, I’ve a musket ball through my left breast, and 
[ fee} it will not be long before my soul will leave 
this agonized frame ; life is ebbing fast, and sting- 
less death, through Christ my Lord, is coming upon 
me.’ ‘ Are you in much pain, William?’ He press- 
ed his hand to his breast, and cried out with bitter 
anguish, ‘Oh! comrade, the pains of my body are 
greater than I can possibly express.’ I paused and 
wept over him; and waiting a moment until he 
could recover, as his breath became shorter, while 
the blood was oozing out of his wound, | said, 
‘ William, how is it with your soul? Are you hap- 

in the Lord? Is Christ now precious to you! 
We have fought in many battles, we have marched 
over many a waste-howling wilderness, we have 
encountered many enemies, we have held many 
blessed meetings in Spain; you often told us the 
Lord was with you, in camps, in trenches, on 
vard, or on ¢he march; is Christ with you now, 
William? Is your soul comfortable in the i 
ment of his love, and the foretaste of heaven?” ‘To 
my great surprise he made a mighty effort, and 
sprung up so as to occupy a sitting posture, py 
leaning on my shoulder, and taking his hand from 
the wound, while the blood squirted out upon a 
dead horse, he lifted up his hand to heaven, and 
cried out, ‘Ah! comrade, the joys of my soul are 
greater than all the pains of-my body; yes, indeed, 
he is precious, and 1 now prove that having loved 
his own, he loveth them to the very end. Fare- 
well, comrade, I am now indeed going to be with 
Jesus!’ and then waving his hand, and gazing 
round him, he cried out with a peculiar tone of 
voice that I shall ‘hever forget, while I held 
my hand to his wound, ‘ Farewell, marches 
and trenches! Farewell, fatigue-parties and mid 
night revellings of drunken comrades! Farewell, 
fields of battle, and blood and slaughter! and fare- 
well, sun and moon and stars and’——he paused, 
jalmost exhausted with his feelings, but turning to 
ime, he cried, * Yes, farewell, beloved comrade in 
+Christ Jesus! meet me in glory, for oh! in a few 
minutes more my soul must depart, and then, yes, 


“*Then I'll march up the heavenly street, 
And ground my arms at Jesus fect.’” 


His head sunk upon my shoulder; and suddenly 
the bugles souaded to call in stragglers from the 
\field on some special duty. I was compelled hasti- 
ly to run_to our company and fail in for duty ; but 
after firing a short time at some renewed attack, 


we groundedour arms; and, in a little while, a 
soldier of the field came up to me, saying, ‘ wie 
I dug a little pit, and have just put your comrade 
William into it. He was a good fellow; I could 
not bear to see him lie there without a grave.’ Ah, 
comrades, | was immediately like David when he 
had lost his friend and brother in the war, and I 
cried out in his mournful of deep sorrew, 
‘How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the 
battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high 
places. I am distressed for thee, my brother Jona- 
than: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy 
love to me was wonderful, ing the love of 
women. How are the mighty fallen, and the 
w of war perished !’” (2 Sam. i. 25-27.) 

The soldier finished his simple and heart-aflect- 
ing tale, and we all kneeled down, while he poured 
out his soul before God for the army and the navy 
in particular, that sailors and soldiers might choose 
William’s God, and enjoy William’s triumphs, as 
they were infinitely greater on the field of death 
than ever the Duke of Wellington enjoyed in quit- 
ting that field for all the glory that could be con- 
ferred on him by his country. I never remember 
any thing told me with more simplicity and ease, 
and command of utterance, Christian feeling, and 
humility, in my life, so that it left such an impres 
sion upon my soul, that I thought I was never more 
fit to die than at that moment, and, indeed, for 
many weeks afterwards J occasionally felt a sort of 
ardent momentary desire, with inexpressible de- 
light, to die like William, taking leave of all 
earthly objects, and proclaiming the same lan- 
guage of triumph to friends and foes, to family 


and kindred, in the tof full redemption by 
the blood of the lamb.—London Friendly Visiter. 


ROBERT ON THE DOME OF ST.PETERS AT 
ROME. 


Translated from “Memoires de Madaine la 
Duchesse d’Abrantes.” One must have nerves of 
steel to read without trembling, this account of 
Robert's perilous enterprise. Robert was an en- 
thusiastic young painter,a pupil of the French 
sent to e tostudy the frescoes. — Ed. 


Robert was one day at St. Peters. The hour of 
divine service was past, and he was almost alone. 
The silent and —— quiet of that vast edifice, 
was interrupted only by the footsteps of a few casu- 
al visiters. Robert cast on al) sides his look of ar- 
dent enthusiasm in search of new wonders. On 
a sudden, he saw a rope descending from the open- 
ing at {the top of the grand cupola; a workman 
having approached, fasiened to it a bucket of 
water, and it again ascended. The roof was 
out of repair, and some masons were at work 
upon it. is gave him the idea of ascending the 
cupola. 

“| was curious,” said he, “ to examine as closel 
as possible the injury done to this colossus of moe 
ern architecture, which, shooting up towards hea- 
ven, seems contemptuously to say to the ruined 
monuments around it, 1 am eternal. Its pride 
seemed to me much lowered. That rope, that 
bucket, and that solitary workman, struck me as 
contemptible.” He ascended the dome. On 
his arrival at the summit, he was struck with ad- 
miration and wonder at the magnificent prospect 
before him. 

It was a splendid and living panoroma, lighted 
by sunbeams so different from those of every other 
country, covering nature with a brightand glorious 
veil of beautiful colours, which. floats over the 
buildings, trees, and land, of Italy alone. He then 
looked more nearly around him, and perceived a 
few workmen repairing some slight damage done 
to the roof of the dome. ‘70 oviain water with 
greater ease, they had placed across the opening 
of the cupola two long planks tied together; over 
them a rope was thrown, which descended into the 
church. These planks might be two feet and a 
half in width, ad, as the apparatus was intended 
merely to support a bucket of water, no one cared 
whether it would or would not bear a greater 
weight. 

Looking on these things with the eyes of a young 
man of twenty, with eyes that see danger only to 
brave and laugh at it, rt began to think that 
it must be a singular sight to behold St. Peters 
from top to bottom, the reverse of the manner in 
which every thing that has base and summit is 
generally seen—namely, from bottom to top. This 
idea soon took such possession of his mind, that he 
must needs éatisfy it.—Never once calculating 
whether the plank across this opening, which was 
three hundred feet from the ground, was strong 
enough to bear his weight, he placed one foot upon 
it, then the other, and behold him upon this dan- 
porene bridge, without any possibility of turning 

ck ! 


When for the first time, he told me this story, | De 


the instant I saw him upon the plank, suspended 
as it were, between heaven and the hard marble 
floor u which he might have been dashed to 
atoms, | was siezed with a giddiness such as he 


might himself be expected to have felt when/ 


in this critical situation. We surrounded him 
closely, 
following 
bridge. 
“Scarcely had [ performed a third of my jour- 
ney,” said he, “ when er, to enjoy the spectacle 
[ sought, I cast my eyes below. At the same in- 
stant, @ hissing sound whizzed through my ears, 
iny head became covered with a veil of darkness, 
sicceeded by one of fire—I was siezed in short 
with the most horrible vertigo. Fortunately, | 
had presence of mind immediately to shut my eyes 
and stand still. I cannot express to you what I 
felt at this moment, when I| heard voices close 
to my ears, uttering in whispers the most dread- 
ful blasphemies. It was the workmen. 
my eyes to continue my perilous 
felt that if I remained a minute 


im step by step across this dangerous 


He was advancing with a firm step upon that 
narrow plank, when he felt the wood crack under 
hin! He wasthen in the middle of the plank, 
and the weight of his body, so much greater than 
that of the water bucket, must necessarily break 
the bridge, and he be precipitated to the bottom. 

“ Ah!” said a lad, who heard the wood crack, 
Phan plank is rotten! The unhappy man will 

He did not pronounce the word; for the head 
workman placed his. hand upon the lad’s mouth. 

When Robert reached the other side, and saw 


the plank, the abyss, and death behind him, he | 


fell upon his knees, and poured forth his hamble 
thanksgivings to Almighty God for his delivery 
from danger. | 

“ Ah! my friends,” said he to the workmen, with 
a smile of ineffable joy, and his eyes swimming in 
tears, “ how happy I am.” 

But instead of sharing his delight, the workmen 
siezed and beat him furiously. | 

“Cursed Frenchman! rascal ! scoundrel !” howl- 
ed the chorus of masons, “ villain, how you fright- 
ened us!” 


LAKE AVERNUS. 


This lake was separated from the sea by an 
earthquake. It is situated in a valley, and appears 
to be the crater of an extinguished Volcano. The 
epithet Avernus is a Greek word, signifying with- 
out birds; these lakes, indeed, were formerly so 
surrounded by forests, that the sulphureous exhala- 
tions destroyed all birds that approached them. In 
these dreary forests lived the Cimmerians, a bar- 
barous people, who exercised the profession of for- 
tune telling. These mysterious worshippers lived 


in deep grottos, which were impenetrable to the| ; 


rays of the sun. Whether these people really ex- 
isted or not, the belief of such a circumstance con- 
tributed in no small degree, to the horror of these 
places. It is said these extraordinary men were 
destroyed by a king of Pozzuoli, to whom they had 
predicted an event which unfortunately never took 
place. Octavius Augustus afterwards cut down 
all the forests, and this lake of Pluto’s kingdom now 
retains nothing of its former condition but the 
mere name. 

___} 

GASSENDI. 

Who flourished in the middle of the seventeenth 

Century, exhibits one of the most striking instan- 
ces of the precocity of the human intellect. “ At 


r to catch every word he uttered, and | 


1 opened | 


pee for I 
onger in this | 
‘situation, I should die even without falling. 


and exhibiting 12 sorts, col_ 


} 


the of feur. years,” says Bernier, “ he used to 
his at the age of seven he 


senting the farmer ploughing, sowing, rea ping; and 
each, 


able 


| ew—tf 


for 


used to steal away from his parents, and spenda march 16 


t part of the night in observing the stars. 
is caused his friends to say, that he wile born an 
astronomer. At thia age he had a dispute with 
boys of the village, whether the moon or the clouds 
moved, To cunvince them that the moon did not 
move, he took them behind a tree, and made them 
take notice thatthe moon kept its situation between 
the same leaves, whilst the clouds passed on. This 
early disposition to observation induted his parents 
to cultivate his talents ; and the clergyman of his 
village gave him the first elements of learning. 
His ardour for study then became extreme; the 
day was not long enough for him; and he often 
read a great part of the night by the light of the 
lamp that was burning in the church of his village, 
his family being too poor to allow him candles 
his nocturnal studies. He often took only four hours 
sleep in the night. At the age of ten he ha- 
rangued the Bishop in Latin, with such ease and 
spirit, that the prelate exclaimed, “The lad will, 
one day or other, be the wonder of his age.” His 
modesty and unassuming deportment, gave an ad- 
di charm to his talents. Ever diffident of his 
own understanding and attainments, he wasalways 
disposed to learn of others; and the entire tenden- 
os hie studies was, to make himself wiser and 
er. 


ps - WAY OF SALVATION.--The Presbyterian Boerd of 
Publicauion of Tracts and Sabbath Schoo! Books of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, have just published, in cloth, 1gmo, The Way of 
Salvation Familiarly Exptained, in a Conversation between & 
Father and hie Clggaren. Price 1S cents. For saleby 


WM. S. MAKTIEN, General 
South East corner Seventh and George streets, Philade 


River Orange Co. N.Y.) The: 
tution, being about to freon theie ipale of this ineti- 


enter upon their duties as principals at the opening of the nest 


session. 

Mr. Prime and Mrs. Cummings would assure their friendsa 

the publie generally, that they have entre confidence in the 

quslitications of their successors, and they most cordially com- 

mend the institution to prublie attention, with the belief that it 

wi!l continue to be worthy of the liberal and exteusive patronage 
which a0 long 

_ Most: t Teachers are engaged to remain, and the 

institution will be essentially the sa beretofore in mode 

regulation, system of inetrection, ke. 
_ The semi-annual examination at the close of the 

sion, will take place on Monday and Tueeda y. the sth and Sh of 

DEAL session will commence on y, the 


For particu terms, &e. see annual catalogue may 
be obtained, pono. at the office of the Presbyterian. — 


N. S. PIM 
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No. 7 Fifth street, Pittsburgh. Some can at least send by the 
commissioners to the next General Assembly, at Philadephia, 
where reeeipts will be given, Punetuality and honesty are re- 
uisite on the part of every former receiver of the publications 
printing may be paid. 
uly a few sete of the bound volumes remain, may 
. C. office ‘hi i 
— Philadelphia, and at R. 


PUBLISHERS who want an Agent stetioned a 
Louisville—and Kev. James Woods, New fed: 
munications (post paid) addr. ssed co him at the Missionary and 
te Rooms, Louisville, Ky., will receive prompt atten- 
D. MeNAUGHTAN. 


ELIGIOUS THOUGHTS.—Juat published and for 

R H. Perkins, No. 134 Chesnut Philadelphia. 

Rev, ot 


LERGYMEN AND FAMILIES will find - of 
original works in the catalogue of the 

School Unien, containing in a smsil compass, and at a low priee 
me epitome uf many large and valuable volumes. Among these 


The Scripture Guide ; an introduction to the study of the Bi- 
ble, eont-ining a literary history of the Bible, its iene, ver 
sions, transmissions, &e. Kc,,, with a particular account of the 

anin t i 
reader on upening the scriptures, 


Biblical Antiquities ; a systematic account of Judea, particular 
customs, and religi ith vols, 
vols. in one, price 

Dictionary of Scripture Natural Histor i i 

y, with 50 illustrations. 
400 pages, price 50 cents. An interest inuous 
ing, as well as valuable fur 


Geography of the Bible. This manual has been adopted 
text-book in some ical Seminaries, Price 50 cents, ah 

Union Bible Dictionary, 648 pages : price 75 cents, 

Depositories of the Union are at 146 Chesnut street, Philadel- 


hia 5 152 Nassaw street, New York ; 22 Court street, Boston, 
c. jan 19 


GUPERIOR STATIONARY.—English, French, and Ameri- 
can Stationary, of superior qu:.tity, will be constantly kept 
at No. 77 Chesnut street, latethe store of Mr. Wilham Hyde. 


Banks, Public Offices, and Merchauts, wi with 
articles suitable to their che of ich may 
be relied on. 


BLANK BOOKS will be made to reast 
substantial manner. An atsortment By y other 


books of the follow rip 
pions are kept ready made for im- 


Royal Journale 
wit ttin 

Royal Day Boo Record 
Medium Ledgers, Deed Books, - 
Medium Journa Docket Books, 
Medium Day Letter Beoks, 

my Led Letter Books made of eopy- 
Demy Journal., in per, 
Demy Books, v of small fancy 
Sales Books, Blank Books, Albums, &e., 
Invoice Books, Serew and Lever Copying 
Receipt Books, Presses, Copying Inke, Re. 


HOGAN & THOMPSON, | 
No. 77 Chestnut strect, Philadelphia. 
The same article may be had in titi heir 
Establishment, No. 30 North F "street, Philadelphia, 
NFANT-SCHOOL BOOKS AND CARDS.—Mother’s and 
Teachers’ containing a of 
moral and uastruc or i 
tion very young elildren: large 
First Lesvons on the Great Principles of Reli .— Presenting 
doctrines of Chiat’ reg: nera- 
ion, resurrect c. i 
tome in plain language, [adapted w small 
Vegetables represented on Cards, illustrating “* First Lessons,” 
No. 2, 


ured, No, 1,31 cents, 
cents, 


Picture Counting Cards.— A series of representi 
animate and objects, coloured. on both sides 
and showing numbers to the eye, 20 cents cach, 


_Natural Histery Cards, seven in number, iliustratin tural 
imfant-eehools. Between 30 and 40 different 
ne — coloured from nature, with lessons in large type, 20 


Lithographic prints of Animale.—A series of beautify 
engravings on stone, drawn from the living 
and preserving the relative size of the animals, viz. the Buffalo 
Lion, Horse, Beaver, Dog, Eagle, and Camel. Each with a les. 
habits and uses of the animals: with 

nee to Scripture and practicad lessons, 18 cents each, 
same ip sheets ats cents euch. 
The Farming Cards.—Four lacge enloured engravings, repre- 


with explanawry lessons, 12 cents na 
Primers, Alphabets, Reading Book other publications sait- 
‘ublished by Am. S. S. Union, and for sale at their De- 
positories, march 16 


RENOLOGY.—Mr. Combe will commence his Second 
Course of Lectures on Fever on Saturday, March 
wd, at 7o clock P. M., in the Musical Fund Hall, Loenst street, 
Philadelphia, and deliver three Lectures a week till Saturday, 


April. 
Pro-«pectases, and tickets to the course five dollars eae 

be had of Mr. J. Whetham, Chi snut street between Sach oe 
Seventh streets ; Mesars, Kay & Brother, Chesnut street, be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth; Mr. J, Chesnut street, be- 
tween Third and Fourth ; and Messrs Haswell, Barrington, 


Co., Market between Seventh 4 


ALUABLE COMMENTARIES.—J. Whetham. 144 hest- 
V nut strret, Philadelphia, on hand and offers anle 
the following valuable commentaries. Pat rick, Lowth, Whitby 
and Lewman, on the Old and New Testament, 6 vuls, 4to. Lon- 
don ; Gills, do. do, 9 vols, 4to.; Matthew Heury’s do. do. 6 vols.; 
do. do. 3 vola. London ; Scotts’ (Thomas) do. do, 6 vols,; du. do. 

omprehensive do, 5 vols ; Hewlets's 3 vols. 4to. Lumion 
Geddes’ do, 3 4to. London: Orton's Exposition, vols, 


Episties, 3 vols. 8vo, London; McKni 
Greek, 6 vols, 8vo, London ; Coullyer's Suc 


Bush's Notes on Genesis, 12mo: 
march 16 


LMS AND HYMNS—A pprovred by the General 
of the Pre«byterian Chureh, and for Uneir bene- 
fit, both large and small size,and im fine and plain binding, 
may Constan had of the subscriber, at the prieet 
either by the thousand cupics or a less number. 

All orders trom Boukaellers, Churehes, and others will 
heretofore, immmediately attended w by mea 
SOLOMON A 

No, 


ECENT PUBLICATIONS.—The Women of nd 
R therr Soeial ws, and ie Hahita. 
of Mra. Isabelig Graham. Hy her 
HKethune. "s Lessons ; @ narrative. 
By the sethor of Vales that might be True.” Wyatt's Man 
a! of Conchology, containing 
of 200 shells, plain and colourrd, Anthon's First Latin 
the use of beginners, Hi 
and for tale by 
134 Chesnut Street. 


“THE LOVE OF CHRIST, | | 
4 | He, who of earth doth seal the doom, 
Found in her lowliest inn—no room. 
What Jeous hath endured for thee! 
Ask of Gethsemane, whose dews, | 
_ Sbrank from that moisture strangely red, | 
in that unwatched hour of pain, | 
the thorn, whose anguish sore | 
ike the unanswering lamb he bore. | at 
F 7 
| 
\, 
: and religious laws of that people, taken place be- 
fore the book was written. It is the only book, o 
} any length, in the Old Testament, in which there 
is no reference to the deliverance out of Evypt. 
Edom grew up into a country remarkable for its 
: advances in civilization and its progress in arts and re 
. science. Of this, the book of Job contains many 
incidental ‘proofs. ‘Tat venetable patriarch him- 
: self was very rich in cattle and in land, and the 
people ogy Saban ‘he dwelt could hot, it is evi- 
dent, have been in a rude, uncultivated state. 
There is, mention of “ the weaver’s shuttle,” and 
of the decoration of dress by jewels. War is ad- 
verted ta, as having been reduced to a system. 
F There are traces, too, of the cultivation of astrono- ee 
: my. “The Pleiades,” “Orion” and “ Arcturus” | 
are mentioned as constellations 7 known. | 
| 
| 
| 
10N ewe v Londun ; do. 
don; (Adam) do. 1 vol.; Campbell on the Gos pels, 2 vols, ; 
: — on the Gospels and Acts, 2 a 8vo. Lendon ; Lather on i 
the Galatians, vo. Londen ; Horne on the Psalms, 8vo. London; . 
| Jenour on Isaiah, 2 vols. 8vo. London; Newcombeon the Minor * 
8vo. London ; do. on Ezckiel, 8vo. London; Wintie 
on Daniel, 8vo. London; Lowth on Isaiah, 8vo, London ; Hors- 
q ley on the Psalms, 2 vol. London; Hodge on Ro.eans; Barnes’ 
Notes on Gospels, Acts, Romans,and Corinthians 5 vols.; Tol- 
ley’s Pharaphrase on Corinthians, 8vo, Loudon: biuart on Ro- 
mans, 8vo; do. on Hebrews. 8vo.; Pyle’s laraphrase on the 
the Episties with the sf 
red Interpreter, 8vo. 
| Calmet # Dictionary of the Bible, London ; do. by Robinson, 8ve. 
ncyclopedia of Keligwus Knowledge, 8vo.; Bush's Ser piture 
Hustrations, 8vo.: Sapplement to Comprehensive Commentary, 
8voz Leland on Revelation, 2 vol. : Calvin on Roman, |2mo,: 
Brown's Bible Dictionary, 8vo.: Harmer’s Observations on the ate 
Seriptures, 4 vol. 8vo. London : 
do.on Joshua and Judge, 


